A note on the history of the Whitchurch Web, our village website.
by Richard Wingfield, January 2026

The site was created by Phil Weir as a sixth form school project. That may make it
unigue among village websites. Now an IT professional, Phil has continued to
maintain and host it ever since, via his company Site Spider. By the early 2000s, the
site had many features that are familiar today, as shown in this screen shot of the
home page in 2001. IT specialist David Robinson of Swanston Field was the
webmaster. The site was owned and run by the Parish Council. Those wishing to
receive emails to tell them that the site had been updated had to join a mailing list.

Whitchurch-On-Thames

Click here to make this your homepage pDon't forget to bookmark this site! (CTRL-D)

This is the official website for W hitchurch-on-Thames. It is owned and managed by W hitchurch-on-Thames Parish Council on bebalf of the Village.

This aerial view of Whitchurch-on-Thames is taken from above Pangbourne, looking north over the River Thames towards the Chilterns.
To find the names and locations of features in the Village, pass your mouse over the Map. Left click to see a photograph.

To see some photographic views from around the village and photos from recent events, click here.

‘Whitchurch-on-Thames is a picturesque south Oxfordshire village with a population of about 721, lying within the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Most of the village is designated as a
Conservation Area. The village has an ancient church - St. Mary's - a thriving primary school, and two characterful inns - The Greyhound and The Ferryboat.

Across the River Thames, and reached by a 100 year old lattice girder Toll Bridge, are the shops and public transport amenities of Pangbourne.

The Parish Council would like to support village people as much as possible on this site. So if you are involved in a local organisation or business and would like a page or link on this site then please
go to the "Village Groups" or "Village Businesses" pages for details.

Join our mailing list and receive E-mails to tell you when this site has been updated!

[Enter your E-Mail address here | Subscribe v Sign Up

(% SiteSpider
‘This site is designed and managed by SiteSpider. Any suggestions on content, or
any other comments, should be submitted to the Webmaster.

You are the visitor to this site since 13/04/00
Home Photo Gallery Diary and News Parish Council Village Hall The Schools
The Church The Bulletin Village Groups Village Businesses The Toll Bridge
Public Transport Links Guest Book Search E-Mail Us

Work by residents on the Village Plan published in 2009 led to a Key Action of

“Develop the village website for better exchange of information and to increase
involvement of residents in village activities.”

In that year | was approached by Parish Council chair Matilda Oppenheimer and
Village Plan chair Stephen Trinder and asked if | would take this task on. | accepted
the challenge and was told | had carte blanche to do whatever was needed.

After a brief period considering options for re-starting with a brand new site, it was
clear that by far the best solution was to continue with and develop the existing
website. In 2010 and 2011 | was fortunate to be joined by fellow retired residents,
Pam Scott and Hilary Jensen, and before long we had evolved the website into a
shape familiar to many of us today. This enabled David Robinson to retire
honourably after many years. The word ‘webmaster’ would no longer be needed.
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The Parish Council accepted that the new management arrangement was that the
website would be independent of them and managed by volunteers from the village.
However, the site would carry parish council news and information.

By February 2011 we had a freshly designed front page (below), emphasising the
website’s offering of news. Better displaying of news was Pam’s suggestion. Hilary
brought her invaluable skills with the editing software MS Expression to handling and
updating the increasing number of back pages. Pam agreed to look after the What’s
On column and the Message Board, leaving me to concentrate on News items. Nick
Brazil became our Photographer-at-large. Phil did his best to implement whatever
structural changes we asked for and he made many improvements.

‘Welcome to the Website of Whitchurch-on-Thames. South Oxfordshire

Thu 10 Feb Green and Brown Bin
Collection

Photos

About the Village Latest News What's on
Tony Voysey off the critical list Many in the village have been
asking after Tony Voysey. He collapsed with a heart attack at his
home in the High Street on 18th January but... Sat 12 Feb Wine Tasting presented
by Richard Nurick, and organised by
Bridge reconstruction postponed The Whitchurch Bridge Company =~ Whitchurch PCC in aid of St Mary's

%annuuncad today that the start of reconstruction of the bridge has  church heating
Schools and been postponed by a year from October 2011 to... Thu 17 Feb Whitchurch and Goring
i

Village Groups

Church

Young People
Burglaries — police arrest two suspects Police have arrested and HeaHh History Sodiety Maeting

charged a person in connection with the Bear Cottage (Hardwick Thu 24 Feb South Oxfordshire
Road) burglary on 11 January, the Whitchurch Web was... Archaeolagical Group lecture

Sports Groups
Parish Council more news... more events...

The Bulletin WeaLsHew Message board

Rotating 360 degree panoramic photo of High Street - see under Photos "I agree we don't want any residents

IR to be inconvenienced. However, some
: Photo Gallery residents have to park..."
Links
"Lovely to see the new photos on
Contact your home site.The Greyhound pub

looks as though it hasnt..."

I X [ "David, surely all this would do is make
eS| 0 . 4 people park their cars on the
New Year's Day Walk Season's Greetings  First Snow - Deja Vu all surrounding roads like..."
over again!

more messsges...

more photos...



The website flourished and readership expanded (even to include some from across
the river and others up the hill) with the increasing coverage of the news and
comprehensiveness of information offered. Phil’s technical improvements included
a change to the font and links, as seen in this home page of 7th December 2020.
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Photos

Parish Council
Village Groups
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Village Hall
Village Green

Traffic and
Parking

Green Team
Young People
Local Walks
Sports
Businesses
Nature Notes
Links
Contact

Search

News

{ﬂk;’q Online Art & Craft Exhibition a big success The
\%‘; Whitchurch Art & Craft Exhibition 2020 closed yesterday
d after two weeks of viewing. There were over 200 entries
on display,...

i~ Eric's Walks - now available online The popular

“-— hooklet ‘A Guide to the Walks around Whitchurch-on-
= Thames' by Eric Hartley has been published in six editions

since 1980. ...

"2 Another cyclist injured on hill At around 10 am today a
8 cyclist riding down the hill came through the upper
narrows and lost control at the road junction, running
into the kerb...

g Tea Hut replacement - comments invited In February
2020 concerns were expressed by the Cricket Club at the

LN Parish Council meeting about the increasing cost of the
new pavilion project,...

maore news...

What else is new

The draft minutes of the monthly meeting held on 12th November
are on the Parish Council page.

There will be an overnight closure of Whitchurch Road in Pangbourne,
from 10 pm to 4 am on December 14th/15th, to enable Network Rail
to inspect the railway bridge.

Poppy Day collection — see how much was raised for the British Legion
here.

There is a vacancy on the Parish Council following the resignation of
Councillor Grosfort. Applications are invited, to be received by 22nd
January 2021. Any request for an election must be received by 4th
December. The notices are here.

>

Rebuilding the Hardwick
Road pavement

River scenes from a canoe
at dawn

Thank you, litter pickers!

more photes...

What's on

Wed 9 Dec BMMHS Zoom
meeting - 7.30 pm - details
attached.

Thu 10 Dec Grey Bin Collection.

Thu 10 Dec VIRTUAL PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING - 8.00 pm.

Sun 13 Dec MORNING PRAYER
- 11.00 am via Zoom - to join
contact Rev James Leach -
jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.c
om

Thu 17 Dec Green and Brown
Bin Collection.

Sat 19 Dec COMMUNITY
CAROLS AT THE FERRYBOAT -
from 5.30 pm in the car park -
brass ensemble accompaniment
- Covid safety measures.

more events...

Message board

"TV AND STAND FOR SALE.
Sharp TV, still in good working
arder needs a home. Comes
with stand....”

“Free to a chilly home! We have
1.5 rolls of Rockwool loft
insulation (100mm) left over
from our...”

“Great idea! They have sheet
music to download for most
instruments on the website...”

"Hi | have some if you still need
them *

more messages...

Social media

You
Tube

Search

EnHaNCED Y Google

In the Spring of 2021, the Whitchurch Web team was delighted to be voted winner
of the annual Whitchurch Award, organised by The Whitchurch Society. Names
mentioned included Sally Woolhouse, editor of the Nature Notes page. The Henley
Standard published an article.

In 2025 it was considered wise to enlarge the team by identifying
understudies/deputies for Richard and Hilary, who had both served for 15 years.
Julie Huntington and Adrian Dixon volunteered and were warmly welcomed as
members of the strengthened team.



