September to
November 2021

CHURCH SERVICES IN WHITCHURCH AND THE LANGTREE TEAM
Our service pattern is still impacted by Covid-19 and subject to change as
we emerge from lockdown. At the time of going to press, each Sunday
there is a service of Holy Communion in St Mary’s, Whitchurch at 9.30am,
and an online Zoom service of Morning Worship at 11am, both led by
Revd James. Contact Revd James for the link to the Zoom service.
For up to date details of live and online services at all churches in the
Langtree Team, please check the Langtree Team Ministry website: https://
langtreechurches.org/sunday-services/

St Mary the Virgin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Supporting our Church
If you would like to make a financial contribution to our churches you can
make online payments to our Bank Account: Whitchurch PCC at HSBC sort code 40-36-03 Account number 40853704. Or by cheque made
payable to Whitchurch PCC and sent to:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6FQ. Email:
baker_kenneth2@sky.com
You can also make a regular contribution by setting up a standing order
with your bank using the same bank details. (See page 15 of the
December 2020 magazine or contact me.)
If you are a Tax payer you can Gift Aid any donation from which we are
able to recover 25p in every £1.00 from HM Revenue & Customs.

The Parish Magazine
for

Whitchurch
and

Whitchurch Hill

You may prefer to make an online payment by scanning the QR Code
below to your mobile phone, and this will take you to the “give-alittle” web-page for our churches. Many thanks.

Kenneth Baker
Assistant Treasurer and Church Warden
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St John the Baptist

Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0SR.
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch Pre-School, our team is committed to providing a secure and caring environment
where children can learn and develop at their own pace within a happy atmosphere.
•
•
•
•

Situated in an idyllic village location, with links to Whitchurch Primary School.
Fantastic large, safe and enclosed garden and allotment.
For children aged from 2½ - 5 years, accepting 2yr & 30hr government funding.
Offering flexible sessions 8.30am to 3:15pm weekdays, term time only.

Contact us at
hello@whitchurchpreschool.org / 0118 984 4516
www.whitchurchpreschool.org

The Caring Physio
Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.
We will meet you in your home to get to know you and identify
your issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance and
advice.
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Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778. baker_kenneth2@sky.com
Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames, Reading,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).

Registered Charity:1183193

will@thecaringphysio.co.uk

Team Vicar:
Revd James Leach, St Mary’s House, High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading RG8 7DF. 0118 976 5905. jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

07393351159

Honorary Secretary:
Rosemary Pearce, Little Eastfield, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7EJ. 0118 984 3106. rosemarypearcele@btinternet.com
Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, Reading,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk
Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the November issue is Thursday, 11th November.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December
and can be viewed on line in the Church section of the village website.
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Looking ahead, put these December dates in your diary!

‘Brambly Thatch’

Sunday, 5th
5pm

The ever popular Carol Concert in St Mary’s,
featuring Whitchurch Primary School Choir,
the Ferry Boat Brass and guest soloists.

A Holiday Cottage near
Whitchurch Hill - so handy
when family or friends from
afar come to stay.

Saturday, 18th
6-7pm

Community Carol Singing in the Ferryboat car park
with brass ensemble accompaniment.

Call Kate or John Hatt on
0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS!
The Whitchurch Parish Magazine
is issued four times a year: in
March, June, September and
December and is delivered to
homes in Whitchurch and
Whitchurch Hill. The advertising
rates per annum are: a quarter
page £30, third of a page £40
and a half page £50.

Both events subject to Covid restrictions in place at the time.

For more information please
email wendyf21@icloud.com.

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
18
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Dear Friends,
As I think back to autumn 2020 I am hoping, as I’m
sure we all are, for a very different autumn in
2021. When I moved to Whitchurch in September
the church buildings were closed, my licensing
service was on Zoom, Harvest Thanksgivings in the
Langtree Team were online and Remembrance

Art Cafe – serving our community

Sunday went ahead without the usual service in church before the act of
remembrance at the war memorial.
This year, God willing, we will be able to give thanks, celebrate and
remember shoulder to shoulder and face to face. And all of those things
will be important, perhaps more important than ever, given the year that
we have had.
September 26th is planned to be our first Sunday back in St. John’s,
Whitchurch Hill when we shall be having our Harvest Thanksgiving, so it
promises to be a service full of gratitude and celebration. As well as giving
thanks for the way that God provides for us, we will have the opportunity
to reflect on our stewardship of God’s Creation. That will be especially
timely this year with the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) happening in Glasgow in October.
For a trial period our Sunday services at St. John’s will be at 9.30am, as they
currently are at St. Mary’s, so that services will be at the same time each
week. From October onwards, subject to PCC approval, we shall be
returning to a pattern of worshipping at St. Mary’s Whitchurch on the 1st
and 3rd Sundays of each month and at St. John’s Whitchurch Hill on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays, with Langtree Team services happening on any 5th
Sundays, shared between the different churches of the Team.

Art Cafe is up and running again every Saturday morning!

The Art Cafe provides a place to make and strengthen friendships and
will be open Saturday mornings from 10.30-12.30 in the Old Rectory
Stables, opposite The Ferryboat Inn.
We hope you’ll join us to enjoy tea, coffee and delicious homemade
cakes sold on behalf of local community and charity groups.
See the village website What’s On section to find out which charities
or organizations are running the event over the coming weeks:
www.whitchurchonthames.com
Contact: gill@artcafe.co.uk

November in the church’s calendar is traditionally a time for remembering,
with All Saints’ Day on November 1st, All Souls’ Day on November 2nd and
Remembrance Sunday on November 14th. This year on Sunday November
7th, the Sunday after All Souls’ Day, there will be a Service of Remembering
at 4pm in St. John’s, in addition to the usual 9.30am service at St Mary’s.
This will be an opportunity to remember those whom we have loved but
see no longer, whether they have died recently or longer ago. Everyone is
very welcome, and I suspect that the service may have a special poignancy
this year when many of us have experienced significant losses of various
kinds.
4
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All Souls Day
The last 18 months have witnessed so many families mourning loved ones
who have died and are who are greatly missed.
All Souls' Day, also known as the Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed and the Day of the Dead, is a day of prayer and remembrance for
the souls of those who have died, which is observed by Christians on 2nd
November.

A Prayer for All Souls Day
Authors: Anne Richards and the Mission Theology Group
Lord, in November, we call to mind all those whose lives are done.
We thank you that their time, now completed, however short or long, sad
or joyful, is gathered up, looked on and known by you.
We offer up remembrance: those whose absence we feel daily; those who
have shaped us; those who have nurtured us; the people we are grateful to
have walked with; all those we hardly knew but wished we’d known better.
We give thanks for all they gave and all the future owes them.
Lord, your love embraces every person who has ever lived; you promised
that you lost none.
May your Spirit make us always thankful for all our gifts of love and
cherished memory. Amen

In keeping with this festival, which this year falls on Tuesday,
2nd November, there will be a Service of Remembering in

Personally, I am looking forward to all of these opportunities to worship,
celebrate, give thanks and remember together with others in the same
physical space, rather than online. Most of all, I hope and pray that in all of
our meetings together we will not only encounter one another but will
encounter God. Of course, there are many ways that we can encounter
God, who is with us all of the time. But there is something potentially
unique and special about the way that we can encounter God when we
gather together with the purpose of worshipping him, and many of us will
have missed that over the last year. May we have many such encounters
with God in the year to come.
Every blessing
James

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING REPORT
Our APCM was held on 4th July in St Mary’s church after the 9.30am
Communion service. For the year ahead the Parochial Church Council
(PCC) is made up as follows:
Chair
Churchwardens:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Safeguarding
Officer:
PCC members:

Revd. James Leach
Ken Baker and Sue Matthews
Peter Dragonetti
Rosemary Pearce, also Deanery Synod representative
Jeanette Cabeldu

Katharine Martin, Leslie Maynerd, Graeme Pearce and
Tim Suiter
~~~~~~~~~~~~

St John’s Church, Whitchurch Hill at 4pm on Sunday,
7th November, the Sunday after All Souls’ Day,
led by Revd. James.

It is really good news that we shall be returning to worship in St John’s on
26th September and we look forward to celebrating Harvest together.

All will be very welcome.

16
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Our vision statement:

We seek to be a worshipping family, looking outwards
to bless our community with the love of Christ.
+++++++

HARVEST HYMN by Fred Platt Green
For the Fruit of all Creation

DIARY DATES
SEPTEMBER
Thurs 2nd 2-4pm and 7-9pm Crafty Knit & Stitch at the Old Stables (first
Thursday of every month.)
Tues 7th
10.30am-12 noon every week Community Coffee Morning at
the Old Stables. More information from Susan Scearce
Wed 8th 8-9.15pm Compline Prayer Group on Zoom. (See p.13).
Thurs 9th 10-11.30am Ladies Bible Study every 2nd and 4th Thursday.
8pm Parish Council Meeting in Whitchurch Village Hall.
Sat 11th
Annual Ride+Stride fundraiser for churches in the Oxford
Diocese. (See p.14).
Sun 26th
9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving at St John’s (first Sunday back in
St John’s).
OCTOBER
Sat 2nd

10.30am-12.30pm Art Café in aid of Friends of St Mary’s and
St John’s at the Old Stables (first Saturday every other month).
Sat 9th
Friends of St Mary’s and St John’s Cheese & Wine Tasting at
Goring Heath Parish Hall.
Thurs 14th 2-5pm Afternoon Tea and Cakes returns to the Village Hall on the second Thursday of the month. All welcome.
8pm Parish Council Meeting at Whitchurch Village Hall.
NOVEMBER
Sun 7th
4pm Service of Remembering at St John’s.
Thurs 11th 8pm Parish Council Meeting at Whitchurch Village Hall.
Sun 14th
9.30am Remembrance Service at St John’s, followed by
10.45am Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial.
Sat & Sun 10am - 5pm Whitchurch Art & Craft Exhibition in Whitchurch
20th/21st Village Hall, Manor Road. Prize Giving on Sunday at 4.30pm.
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For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev’ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
thanks be to God.
In the just reward of labour,
God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbour,
God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.
For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S AND ST. JOHN’S
WINE TASTING EVENING

It’s not too late to sign up for the annual Ride+Stride, which takes
place on Saturday, 11th September! This event is run under the
auspices of Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust which has been
supporting Oxfordshire’s churches since 1964. How it works is that
half the money Riders and Striders raise goes to OHCT and half to our
parish churches of St Mary’s, Whitchurch and St John’s, Whitchurch
Hill. Funds raised by Ride+Stride are vital to the work of the Trust
and the grants made to the churches across Oxfordshire. Last year,
truly remarkably, over £108,000 was raised - under the most challenging of circumstances!
So why not get on your bike or dust off your walking boots and join in
this year to raise money for our parish churches whilst enjoying a day
out in the countryside?
For sponsorship forms or more information contact me.
Wendy Ferguson
Church Coordinator
0118 984 1262 or wendyf21@icloud.com

14

The Friends of St. Mary’s and St. John’s brings together those in the
community who want to help maintain the church buildings and
churchyards in our Parish for future generations. Members of all faiths
and none are welcomed.
The Friends are holding a wine tasting and cheese evening in Goring
Heath Parish Hall, Whitchurch Hill on Saturday October 9th at 7.30pm.
This is the first social and fund raising event The Friends have held for
nearly two years and entry will be by ticket only. Numbers are limited
and tickets will cost £15 each. Tickets can be obtained in advance from
Sally Woolhouse sally.woolhouse@gmail.com or Paul Witcher
pvwitcher@aol.co.uk .
We look forward to your support and an enjoyable evening together.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Weekly Wednesday Evening Compline Prayer Group

WOTsing is the community choir for Whitchurch on Thames and
Whitchurch Hill. It was formed after several people said how much they
enjoyed the carols in the Ferryboat carpark and that it would be good to
have something similar at other times. So WOTsing was formed. It is not a
performing choir and members do not have to be able to read music, to
take an audition or even to sing in tune! It is simply for people who enjoy
singing. We meet once a month in St Johns church, Whitchurch Hill, but we
are not in any sense a church choir. We sing songs from the shows, folksongs, pop songs, the occasional well-known hymn, but the most important
is that we enjoy singing, have fun and lots of laughter, and go home feeling
happier than when we arrived!
Dates as follows 7.30 – 9 pm
September 16th
October 7th
November 4th
December 2nd
If you would like to join or find out more about the choir please contact
Geraldine on wotsing2018@gmail.com

Appointment of new Priest for Pangbourne
"The Bishop of Oxford and the Bishop of Reading are pleased to
announce that (subject to cleared DBS checks) the Reverend Mark
Hopkins is to be the Priest in Charge of the Parish of Pangbourne,
Tidmarsh and Sulham in the Oxford Diocese. Mark is moving from the
Benefice of Castle Bromwich St Mary and St Margaret in the Diocese of
Birmingham. His licensing date will be announced in due course."

You are warmly invited to join our weekly Zoom prayer group on
Wednesday evenings, commencing at 8pm and winding up at around
9pm. We follow the traditional Compline service of Evening Prayer,
forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said before retiring for the night. There is a set Psalm, Old and
New Testament readings, something thought-provoking and prayer requests. There is a chance for an informal chat at the end. Please call or
email Peter for more information, or to be added to the mailing list for
meeting sign-up details. You do not have to live in Whitchurch to be
part of the gathering – indeed several people join us from further
afield, and all are welcome.
Mobile: 07557 383634

Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com

Langtree Sinfonia is an amateur orchestra which meets on
Wednesday evenings during term-time at Langtree School,
Woodcote. We are recruiting new players, particularly strings, and
don’t hold auditions. If you are a keen instrumentalist missing an
orchestra, visit Langtreesinfonia.co.uk or email
langtreesinfonia@gmail.com for more information.
This is our 50th anniversary year, thriving for 40 years under the
leadership of Paul Cox; since 2020 we have a new musical director,
David Smith. Our anniversary concert is at St Mary’s Church,
Wallingford on Saturday, 13th November.

Pangbourne parishioners are delighted at this announcement and look
forward to welcoming Revd Mark to our parish in the autumn .
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FLOWER ARRANGERS NEEDED FOR ST MARY’S CHURCH
Please think about joining us. Sadly, we have had no
response to Diana’s request in the last parish
magazine.
We are looking for volunteers of any age and either
sex who would like to help to decorate our parish
church. You do not need to be an expert flower
arranger or churchgoer, just be willing to do a simple arrangement
two or three times a year and join the team for flower decorations at
Christmas and Easter.
Goring Chamber Choir celebrates its 70th anniversary this
autumn with two Saturday lunchtime concerts to be held in St
Thomas' Church, Goring, featuring favourite pieces chosen by
choir members. The first is on Saturday October 9th, and is
entitled 'A Celebration of Life', featuring rousing spirituals,
anthems and lively songs from shows. The second concert is on
November 20th and is mostly sacred unaccompanied 'Music for
the Soul'.
The concerts will start at 1pm and last about 40 minutes. There
will be no charge for admission but donations towards St
Thomas' organ fund are welcome. It is advised to book free
tickets in advance via a choir member or by contacting
‘tickets@goringchamberchoir.org.uk’.
Obviously we will be observing any restrictions on numbers
attending which may be in place at the time, but we hope that
local residents who have enjoyed the choir's many
performances over these seven decades will come to celebrate
with us!
Frances Brewitt-Taylor

We are now down to five people who do the flower arranging in St
Mary’s and without reinforcements we may have to consider
decorating the church only for the main festivals, which would make
the church less welcoming for both the local congregation and for
visitors.
So, why not join up with a friend and do an arrangement together?
Handling flowers in that special place can be a peaceful and
rewarding experience.
Please contact Diana Smith on 0118 984 3340 or Wendy Ferguson
for more information.

A friendly group of local women meet on the 2nd and
4th Thursday mornings of the month from 10 to
11.30am in members’ houses to read and discuss a
variety of books and Bible passages. Our current
study, produced by the Bible Society, is Jesus the Jew.
For more information please call Geraldine (984 4959) or Wendy
(984 1262). You are very welcome to join us for a taster session
before deciding whether you would like to become a member of the
group.
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Plant a tree for the Jubilee!

Faith Leaders from across the UK, led by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Most Revd Justin Welby, are urging faith communities to plant trees in
honour of Her Majesty’s lifetime of service to the nation, through The
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC)
initiative is a unique, UK wide tree planting initiative created to mark Her
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales
is Patron of the QGC and planted a tree in the grounds of Windsor Castle
with Her Majesty earlier in the year to mark the start of the project. In a
special video message, the Archbishop of Canterbury and the other faith
leaders encouraged people to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee” in 2022. Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups, villages, cities,
counties, schools and corporates will be encouraged to plant trees from
October 2021, when the tree planting season begins, through to the end of
the Jubilee year in 2022. The countdown to planting season begins now,
giving people time to plan their planting projects.

As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The Queen’s Green Canopy will
highlight and showcase 70 irreplaceable Ancient Woodlands across the
United Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70
years of service.
The QGC project will also create a pilot training programme for unemployed
young people aged between 16-24 through Capel Manor College, London’s
only specialist environmental college, of which The Queen Mother was
Patron, to plant and manage trees.
The Faith Leaders in their message to the interfaith community urged everyone to get involved with the QGC and highlighted the benefits of trees and
green spaces for communities, mental health and the importance of creating a legacy that will benefit future generations.
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Planting
A well-considered scheme is needed for any new tree planting. In choosing
species, consideration should be given to their mature height, span and root
growth. Deciduous trees express the passing of the seasons (but need a lot
of work in autumn). If possible, indigenous species should be planted. Recent weather trends may suggest choosing more drought resistant species,
but they may have to tolerate periodic downpours as well. Deciduous trees
and shrubs help other wildlife to flourish. Yew trees eventually grow very
large, needing lots of space to develop their form. Flowering trees are more
appropriate to a garden setting but can be used sparingly. An appropriate
location should take account of the minimum distance from structures, and
also any effect on wildlife. After planting, the young tree will need protection and cherishing, to ensure security and healthy growth. This may include
staking and protective barriers. These should remain long enough but not
too long, to avoid restricting the girth of the trunk. www.DofN.org/TreesinChurchyards Planting.

PRAYER
Transformed by Christ to become more PASTORAL
Transform us O Christ, that, like Peter, we may hear you charging us to
shepherd your sheep: may we too respond for love of you by feeding the
hungry and tending the vulnerable. Amen.
We will promote and equip the variety of lay and ordained ministries,
knowing that all are invited to hear God’s call and selflessly respond in
loving service.
We will have honest conversations leading to decisions about the mission
potential, viability and ways to ease the burden of our church buildings,
many of which are treasured places of holiness, stillness and memory, whilst
also exploring new possibilities for planting and nurturing Christian
communities.
We will encourage every church community and church school to be
engaged somehow, often in partnership, in loving service to its local,
diocesan and world neighbours.
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