March to May 2021

ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES IN THE LANGTREE TEAM
Each Sunday we hold our own Zoom service of Morning Prayer in
Whitchurch at 11am, led by Revd James from St Mary’s House.
There are online services from Checkendon, Ipsden and Woodcote
on Sundays, as well as some mid week services. Please check the
Langtree Team Ministry website for details at langtree.churches.org
under Sunday Services.

St Mary the Virgin

You can also join the live-streamed Diocesan service which is held
at 10am each Sunday and is available to watch later in the day or
during the week if that suits you better. Remember to click the play
button to start the service.
To listen to the service by telephone, dial 01865 920930 and, once
connected, dial 0 for the full version of the service, or dial 1 for a
short version of the service. Standard call rates apply. There will be
a few seconds of silence before the service starts.

The Parish Magazine
for

Whitchurch
and

Whitchurch Hill

St John the Baptist
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Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0SR.
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch-on-Thames Pre-School, we aim to provide children with a
happy, safe and stimulating learning environment, in which they feel included,
secure and valued, whilst learning through play.

• We’re Ofsted rated GOOD.
• The pre-school is situated in an idyllic village location, with links to
Whitchurch Primary School.
• Children can join us from 2 years 6 months.
• Hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Thursday, and 8.30am to
12.15pm on Friday.
Spaces available from September.
For further information please contact Kathleen or Liz on 0118 984 4516 or
check out our website at www.whitchurchpreschool.org

Team Vicar:
Revd James Leach, St Mary’s House, High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading RG8 7DF. 0118 976 5905. jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778. baker_kenneth2@sky.com
Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames, Reading,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).

Honorary Secretary:
Rosemary Pearce, Little Eastfield, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7PX. 0118 984 3106. rosemarypearcele@btinternet.com
Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, Reading,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk

The Caring Physio
Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.
We will meet you in your home to get to know you and identify
your issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance
and advice.
will@thecaringphysio.co.uk
07393351159
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Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the June issue is Thursday, 13th May.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December.
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WHITCHURCH UNITED CHARITIES

‘Brambly Thatch’

The Secretary of Whitchurch United Charities would like to remind all
families that the Charity has funds available to help meet the costs
associated with educational needs such as books, equipment or educational
trips. We have not received any applications recently and we are keen for
appropriate applications to made during the next six months.

A Holiday Cottage near
Whitchurch Hill - so handy
when family or friends from
afar come to stay.

Eligible students are young people between the ages of 5 and 25 years and
whose permanent residence is within the parish of Whitchurch.

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS!
The Whitchurch Parish Magazine
is issued four times a year: in
March, June, September and
December and is delivered to
homes in Whitchurch and
Whitchurch Hill. The advertising
rates per annum are: a quarter
page £30, third of a page £40 and
a half page £50.

Call Kate or John Hatt on
0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

Applications are processed twice a year, with the closing dates being
31st March and 30th September. However, late applications are considered
if the available funds for the previous 6 month period have not been fully
allocated.

For more information please email
wendyf21@icloud.com.

All applications and decisions are treated in strict confidence by the
Trustees.
If you would like to know more, please do contact Sarah Dixon (our Grant
Application Secretary). Contact details: telephone: 0118 984 4262, address:
Flint House, Hardwick Road, Whitchurch on Thames, RG8 7HH or email:
whitchurchunitedcharities@gmail.com

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
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Dear Friends,
So here we are in Lent, traditionally a time
of self-denial, in a year when many of us will
feel that we have given up quite enough
already in the last few months, thanks to the
Covid-19 lockdowns. But whether or not
you’ve decided to give something up for Lent this year, it is also a
great time too for reflection, study, and perhaps a new or renewed
commitment to spiritual practices like prayer and the reading of
Scripture.
Prayer is one of those activities, like taking exercise and eating
healthily, that many of us want to do but find it hard to maintain as a
consistent habit over time. Maybe our lives seem too busy. Maybe we
haven’t found a pattern of prayer or way of praying that ‘works’ for
us. Or maybe we have simply never been taught how to pray. Over
the years I have experimented with many different prayer routines. At
the moment one of the things I am doing is using an app called Lectio
365 on my iPad. It is a devotional resource that leads you through 10
minutes or so of prayer and meditation on scripture and I would
recommend it if you are an app user (iOS and Android versions are
available). The Church of England also has several resources for daily
prayer on their website at https://www.churchofengland.org/prayerand-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer.
But of course you don’t need a tablet or a
smartphone to pray. Many people have benefited from simple practices like praying a
Psalm each day, or saying the Lord’s Prayer,
and that is a great place to start. Others will
have books of prayers or have a practice of
praying informally in their own words. Two
books I have found especially helpful in learning how to pray are
Timothy Keller’s Prayer: experiencing awe and intimacy with God
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In Lieu of Church Collections
Since we have not been able to hold services in our Churches since
the end of March 2020 we have had no weekly church collections,
this is impacting on our Church finances.
If you would like to make a financial contribution to our churches
you can make online payments to our Bank Account: Whitchurch
PCC at HSBC - sort code 40-36-03 Account number 40853704. Or by
cheque made payable to Whitchurch PCC and sent to:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6FQ.
Email: baker_kenneth2@sky.com
You can also make a regular contribution by setting up a standing
order with your bank using the same bank details. (See page 15 of
the December 2020 magazine or contact me.)
If you are a Tax payer you can Gift Aid any donation from which we
are able to recover 25p in every £1.00 from HM Revenue &
Customs.
You may prefer to make an online payment by scanning the QR Code
below to your mobile phone, and this will take you to the “give-a
-little” web-page for our churches. Many thanks.

Kenneth Baker
Assistant Treasurer and Church Warden
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Poem by Geraldine Witcher
What is your glory, Lord?
Children who love me.
What is your glory, Lord?
Lives that are mine.
Those who obey my will.
Those who will follow me still.
Those who my words fulfil.
This is my glory.
Where is your glory, Lord?
Spread through creation.
Where is your glory, Lord?
Here in this room.
Where two or three agree.
Where hearts are turned to me.
Where prisoned ones go free.
Here is my glory.

and former Bishop of Oxford, John Pritchard’s How to Pray. The latter
is a particularly easy read and introduces the reader to lots of
different ways to pray. Why not invest in your prayer life this Lent
and get one of these books to read?
Elsewhere in this magazine you’ll find an introduction to Come and
See, an opportunity to explore questions of faith and meaning during
Lent. You can sign up for various resources, including daily
meditations, at the Oxford Diocesan website, but locally we’ll also be
running five Thursday evening sessions from 7.30 to 8.20pm beginning on February 25th. As well as time for discussion, these sessions
will include time to try out some different ways of praying. Don’t
worry if it has already started by the time you read this - you’ll still be
very welcome. Just contact me via phone or email (see contact details
below) and I’ll let you know how you can join in.
Every blessing, James
0118 976 5905
jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

Weekly Wednesday Evening Compline Prayer Group
You are warmly invited to join our weekly Zoom prayer group on
Wednesday evenings, commencing at 8pm and winding up at approximately 9pm. We follow the traditional Compline service of Evening
Prayer, forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian
Church, traditionally said before retiring for the night. There is a set
Psalm, Old and New Testament readings, something thought provoking and prayer requests. There is a chance for an informal chat at
the end. Please call or email Peter for more information, or to be
added to the mailing list for meeting sign-up details. You do not have
to live in Whitchurch to be part of the gathering – indeed several
people join us from further afield, and all are welcome.
Mobile: 07557 383634

Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com
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REMEMBERING TANYA HAWLEY (December 1941 – January 2021)

Trinity College Bristol. Having grown up in Sussex, Gavin is a life-long
and active supporter of Brighton and Hove Albion, which he says,
proves he is a person of great faith.
The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft said: “Gavin is
known for his warmth and approachability, and he is passionate
about the mission of the church. He’s experienced in bringing
churches, local authorities and civil society organisations together for
the good of all, and is clear about the issues rural communities and
towns face. I am very excited about what Gavin’s appointment
means for the Diocese of Oxford.”
Please continue to hold our new bishop and his family in your prayers
as we navigate forward.

Tanya was kind and funny as well as thoughtful and intuitive. She
loved smiling. She was the oldest of five whereas I have a brother, so
she offered to be my big sister several decades ago. Our children went
to the village primary school in the seventies.
Tanya and I sang in local choirs together as well as the church choir.
We have been lucky to share wonderful annual choir tours to sing in
English cathedrals with Goring Chamber Choir.
We enjoyed a small book group, meeting latterly in my greenhouse
where I still have Tanya's hibiscus plant. “Can you keep it in your plant
hospital for me and instruct it to jolly well flower” she joked.
We so enjoyed book discussions. Tanya always had her slant on the
text. She was interesting and so well read. Sometimes we disagreed
on topical issues, but always amicably. She never quarrelled, but we
laughed a lot.
Recently I confessed that I can only shower these days as I can’t get
out of the bath. Tanya said “Oh come on up here. Bring your towel.
We can get you out if you’re stuck”.
6

Jesse window, Dorchester Abbey
a unique form of ‘multi-media’ combining tracery, sculpture and stained
glass (all 14th century) in a single theme. It shows how Christ was descended
from King David’s ancestor Jesse, the figure apparently slumbering on the
windowsill at the foot of the tree.
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We have shared lovely events, as well as sadnesses together. We
took them to Henley; they took us to the garden opera. And we two
used to take a ‘walk in the car’ to interesting venues for a day out .

Bishop of Dorchester-designate

Sadly, the planned consecration of Gavin Collins as Bishop of
Dorchester on 28 January had to be postponed due to the Covid-19
pandemic. However, it will still be possible for Gavin to begin his
ministry among us in the period before his consecration.

By agreement with the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt Revd Dr
Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford, licensed Gavin as Episcopal Vicar for
the Dorchester Area on 28 January, the originally planned day of his
consecration.
By the time you read this Gavin and Christina should have moved to
Arran House in February and had some time to settle into their new
home. A Service of Welcome for Gavin as our Bishop-designate took
place on Sunday 28 February, and he will be working to a full diary
from that date, meeting people virtually, leading and supporting the
Area team and engaging with the wider community and Diocese.
Gavin is one of the convenors of the Evangelical Forum on Synod and
has served as a trustee of Latin Link mission agency and of the London
School of Theology. He is deeply committed to the mission and
growth of the Church; “My priorities in ministry have always been to
enable the church to grow in unity, in confidence, in numbers and in
the depth of our experience of the love of God.”
Gavin was educated in Law at Trinity Hall, Cambridge. He then worked
as a solicitor in the City of London before training for ministry at
14

When Tanya tripped and broke her arm she was SO cross with herself, and continued to be thereafter. I washed her hair for her and
had to apologise for my poor styling. It’s much more difficult to do
someone else’s! But Tanya suffered a great deal of pain from that
mishap. She damaged a nerve in her elbow, and I could often see her
rubbing it quietly, to soothe it. She never complained.
Tanya was a loyal supporter of village enterprises, lunching in both
pubs regularly as well as attending local events . She came to the Art
Cafe and village coffee mornings, always reaching out to newcomers.
She continued to sing in the church choir. As Jenny Plumb says,
“Here’s to Tanya floating down the High Street with her red robe
over her arm”. Hear, hear!
Tanya was a dear and true friend to me, and like many others, I shall
miss her always.
Sue Lee
A friendly group of local women meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday
mornings of the month from 10 to approximately 11.30am, currently
via Zoom, to read and discuss a variety of books and Bible passages.
We have enjoyed studying the first ten Psalms, a course prepared by
Geraldine Witcher, which has been very enlightening.
We are meeting weekly during Lent and will be
looking at Tearfund’s free Lent devotional
called A Story to Live by. For more information
please call Geraldine (984 4959) or Wendy (984
1262). New members very welcome - so why
not try a session and see if you would like to
join us?
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An Invitation to ‘Come and See’ from the Oxford Diocese
Lots of people are asking deep questions of faith at this time. Come and See is
an invitation to everyone and anyone who feels adrift in this pandemic,
whether or not they know anything about the Christian faith.
Read John 1:35-42. What’s going on in this passage from John’s gospel?
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus (New International Version)
35

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw
Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.
around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”

38

Turning

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39

“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with
him. It was about four in the afternoon.
40

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John
had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be
called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter[a]).
[a] Cephas (Aramaic) and Peter (Greek) both mean rock.

Well, first we see that John spots Jesus, and points him out. He points him
out in a way which intrigues those who are with him. They become
curious, and walk behind Jesus, perhaps looking nonchalant, perhaps not
really wanting to be seen, until Jesus turns round and asks them a direct
question – what are you looking for? Not who are you looking for. What.
They seem caught off guard. Perhaps they haven’t really thought about what
they are looking for. So they reply with another question: Rabbi, where are
you staying? They don’t want Jesus to disappear; they want to be able to find
him when they feel ready.
And what they get is a direct invitation: Come and See. The rest, as they say,
is history. Today more than 1/3 of the world’s population, about 2.1 billion
people are Christians. It all started here. And this is how it continues.
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Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4. Lightly grease two baking trays
lined with baking paper.
2. Measure the butter and sugar into a bowl and beat together until light and
fluffy. Beat in the egg yolk. Sieve in the flour and spices and add enough
milk to make a fairly soft dough. Bring together, using your hands, to
make a soft dough.
3. Halve the mixture and set half to one side.
4. For the traditional currant biscuits, add the currants to half of the mixture
and knead lightly on a lightly floured work surface. Roll out to a thickness
of about 5mm/¼in. Cut into rounds using a circular cutter. Place on the
prepared baking trays. Sprinkle with caster sugar.
5. Bake in the preheated oven for 15 minutes, or until pale golden brown.
Keep a careful eye on the biscuits – it doesn’t matter if you open the oven
door to check. Sprinkle with more caster sugar and lift onto a wire rack to
cool. Store in an airtight container.
6. For the iced biscuits, knead the remaining half of the biscuit dough lightly
on a lightly floured work surface. Roll out to a thickness of 5mm/¼in. Cut
out Easter biscuits using an assortment of shaped cutters, such as bunnies,
Easter eggs, chicks or spring flowers.
7. Lightly grease two baking trays lined with baking paper.
8. Place the biscuit shapes on the prepared baking trays and bake in the preheated oven for 10–15 minutes. Remove from the oven and lift onto a
wire rack to cool.
9. To make the icing, pass one teaspoon of lemon juice through a fine sieve,
to remove any pips or bits. Mix the icing sugar with the lemon juice and
then add about two tablespoons of cold water, adding it little by little until
you have a relatively stiff but smooth icing. Add a splash more sieved
lemon juice if necessary.
10. Divide the icing into separate bowls and mix in food colourings of your
choice into the separate bowls of icing, until you achieve the desired
shade.
11. Spoon a little icing into a piping bag and pipe your decorations onto the
biscuits. For a smooth finish, you can pipe the outline of your design in the
firmer icing, then slacken it down a bit by mixing in a little more water,
giving the icing more of a runny consistency, and use this to fill in the
designs.
ENJOY!
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EASTER BISCUITS
Why not try making these with your children or grandchildren?

We know that 1 in 5 of our online congregations were not regular worshippers before COVID. What were they looking for when they dipped into, or
joined online congregations?
Some may have been looking for entertainment for their kids; some may have
been looking for somewhere to belong, a sense of community in lockdown;
some may have been looking for assurance – as life became less
certain and end of life started to loom larger. Some may have been
curious, and had the time and the possibility to explore, to dip their toe
in. Some may have been looking for answers or a roadmap as they tried to
make sense of what was, and is, happening to the world.

Prep time less than 30 minutes
Cooking time 10 to 30 minutes

Makes about 30 biscuits

Use half of the dough to make traditional Easter fruit biscuits, and half
to make iced Easter biscuits in seasonal shapes.

Ingredients
For the dough
200g/7oz softened butter, plus extra for greasing
150g/5½oz caster sugar
2 large free-range egg yolks
400g/14oz plain flour, plus extra for dusting
1 level tsp ground mixed spice
1 level tsp ground cinnamon
2–4 tbsp milk

All around us, people are searching for meaning, and their search can take
many forms, some try meditation; some try drugs; many try religion in
different forms. And a good number have tried our online congregations, or
hovered around the fringes of our church communities for some time.
Jesus says, Come and see, come and explore, let me help you to understand
how all this fits together. There was nothing coercive about the way he
engaged with them - only a gentle, gracious invitation to come and see, to
hang out and find out more.
This invitation connects with some kind of desire, some kind of unmet need, a
sense of longing. We need to encourage and equip all of God’s people to
notice what God is up to and who with. So…....why not come and see?
You can register to find out more here: oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see

For the traditional currant biscuits
100g/3½oz currants
caster sugar, for sprinkling
For the iced biscuits
1–2 tsp lemon juice
250g/9oz icing sugar
different food colourings
12
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THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S & ST JOHN’S, WHITCHURCH
(AN INDEPENDENT CHARITY)
Just as other local organisations, the Friends have not been able to
have any social and fundraising events because of the Covid-19 pandemic. However, we did manage to have a number of sociallydistanced workdays at both St Mary’s and St John’s churchyards over
the past few months. Many thanks to the volunteers who took part in
these events.
When considering new projects to finance, the Friends need to work
closely with the Parochial Church Council (PCC) as the two church
buildings are, of course, their responsibility. At present, the PCC are
arranging significant building repairs to St Mary’s and assessing
possible improvements to St John’s. The Friends will need to consider
if some financial assistance is appropriate for such developments.
The Friends Trustees have continued to meet through Zoom to ensure
that we will be in good shape to resume activities when the pandemic
ends.
The Friends AGM took place on the 5th January 2021, again through
the use of Zoom and after 5 years as a Trustee and Chairman, I stood
down. I am very pleased to report that Geoff Weir was appointed by
the membership to become a Trustee at the AGM and that Paul
Witcher has agreed to take over the position as Chairman of the
Trustees.
The Friends Trustees are now: - Paul Witcher (Chairman), Gordon
Painter (Treasurer), Theresa Elsome, Geoff Weir, Ken Baker (PCC
nominated), Graeme Pearce (PCC nominated) and Revd. James Leach
(ex-officio). Sally Woolhouse continues as Secretary.
Finally, my sincere thanks go to fellow Trustees and all members of
the Friends for your excellent support and enthusiasm throughout my
5 years as Chairman.
Keith Williams
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Paul Witcher writes:
Just a few words to introduce myself
to those who don’t already know
me. Firstly, I must thank Keith for his
excellent chairmanship of the
Friends over the last 5 years and his
trust in recommending that I take
over as chairman.
I moved into Whitchurch on Thames with my wife Geraldine nearly
25 years ago, having previously lived in west Reading. I am a retired
Chartered Building Surveyor and have family and grandchildren living
in Somerset and Colorado USA. During my time in the village I have
been churchwarden in St. Mary’s and St. John’s to two previous
incumbents, namely Peter Steddon and Claire Alcock, and I played a
significant role in obtaining the permission and the development of
the Old Stables meeting room from a vacant derelict building into the
present day meeting room with an apartment above.
There is no doubt that the forthcoming months will continue to be
challenging with regard to fundraising and social events for The
Friends, but we will keep everyone posted as the future becomes
clearer. I am sorry to see Keith stepping down, but I am very thankful
that he leaves an excellent team of trustees and secretary of the
Friends.
January 2021

St Mary’s church will continue to be
open for individual prayer and quiet
reflection on Sunday and Wednesday
afternoons between 2 and 3pm.
Please note the current opening times.
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