June to August 2022
CHURCH SERVICES at ST MARY’S and ST JOHN’S
1st Sunday of the month:

9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30am Parish Communion at St John's

3rd Sunday of the month: 9.30am Morning Worship at St Mary's

St Mary the Virgin

4th Sunday of the month: 9.30am Worship for All at St John's
5th Sundays:

10 .30am Langtree Team Service in one
of the Team churches.

Coffee and biscuits are served after services: in the Old Stables after
services at St Mary’s, and in church after services at St John’s.
All welcome!

The Parish Magazine
for

Whitchurch
and

For more details see the Langtree Team website at langtreechurches.org or
the church website achurchnearyou.com/422.

Whitchurch Hill

St John the Baptist
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Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0SR.
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch Pre-School, our team is committed to providing a secure and caring environment
where children can learn and develop at their own pace within a happy atmosphere.
•
•
•
•

Situated in an idyllic village location, with links to Whitchurch Primary School.
Fantastic large, safe and enclosed garden and allotment.
For children aged from 2½ - 5 years, accepting 2yr & 30hr government funding.
Offering flexible sessions 8.30am to 3:15pm weekdays, term time only.

Team Vicar:
Revd James Leach, St Mary’s House, High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading RG8 7DF. 0118 976 5905. jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778. baker_kenneth2@sky.com
Paul Witcher, Shepherds Close, Hardwick Road, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7HN. 0118 984 4959. pvwitcher@aol.co.uk

Contact us at
hello@whitchurchpreschool.org / 0118 984 4516
www.whitchurchpreschool.org

Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).

Registered Charity:1183193

Honorary Secretary:
Rosemary Pearce, Little Eastfield, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7EJ. 0118 984 3106. rosemarypearcele@btinternet.com

The Caring Physio

Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, Reading,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk

Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.

Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778

We will meet you in your home to get to know you and identify
your issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance and
advice.

Organist and Choirmaster: rota

will@thecaringphysio.co.uk
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07393351159

Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the September issue is Thursday, 11th August.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year,
in March, June, September and December, and can be viewed online in the
Church section of the village website, whitchurchonthames.com.
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‘Brambly Thatch’

Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
1952-2022
Jubilee Party at The Sun (Hill Bottom)
Thursday 2nd June 2022
Starts at 12 noon till late
Fireworks 10pm
BBQ and Hog Roast from 1pm
Live Bands
Competition for best fancy dress (patriotic)
Tug O’ War, Splat the Rat, Giant Jenga,
Limbo, Giant Play your Cards Right
…. and many more games!!!

The Whitchurch Wallopers are a
small group of enthusiastic and
friendly handbell ringers.

A Holiday Cottage near
Whitchurch Hill - so handy
when family or friends from
afar come to stay.

We are looking for new handbell ringers, able to read music
at a basic level, to join our three
octave choir.

Call Kate or John Hatt on
0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

We meet on Sunday afternoons
in Whitchurch, at 3pm. Please
contact Peter Ferguson for more
information or if you would like
to join us. Tel: 07557 383634.

Please join us for this fantastic celebration
to honour our Queen

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
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Letter from the Vicar

Magnificent sum raised for Ukraine at special Art Café on 23rd April!

Dear Friends,

Thanks to Geoff and Meryl Weir for organising the recent fundraiser
and to all those who contributed to make it such an enjoyable and
successful morning. There was good attendance at the Old Stables
and steady sales of tea, coffee and home-made cakes, along with
many generous raffle prizes to be won. Thanks too to all who came to
support the event. The final sum raised was an amazing £1,537.70p!
This money has been sent to the Disasters Emergency Committee,
Ukraine.

At our recent annual church meeting, we were
able to share some of our highlights from the
previous year and our dreams for the future.
Many people mentioned getting back into our
church buildings to worship together as a highlight, with the Christmas services featuring more than once. Hopes and
dreams for many were around seeing more people, especially younger
families, becoming part of our regular worshipping community.
For myself, I likened the past year and a half since I arrived to join the
church as being like stepping into a rowing boat as a new crew member.
There was an initial wobbly period of everyone finding their balance,
especially me, and then Covid meant we had to stay moored to the bank
for a while. But now it feels as though we are pushing off from the bank
and beginning to row out into the stream. At this point I’m in grave danger
of overdoing the analogy, but within the current of God’s life and activity in
the world that carries us along, we can choose which direction we’re going
to steer in, and that’s both exciting and challenging.
For the church, I believe that actually begins with reaching up to God first,
taking time amidst all of life’s distractions to pay attention to him, to look
out for what he is doing in and around us, and to open ourselves to his
transforming love. Then we can be channels of that love to those around
us. This is hardly a new insight, but it is good to remind ourselves regularly
to ‘keep the main thing the main thing’.
Alongside that, I’m becoming more and more aware of how precious a
resource our church buildings and churchyards are, both for the church
family and the wider community. I’m hugely grateful to all those who have
invested time, energy and financial resources in them, not least for the
Friends of St. Mary’s and St. John’s in recent years. One of the exciting
challenges that faces us is discerning how best to preserve what makes our
church buildings and churchyards special while at the same time making
them even more welcoming and able to facilitate the life of church and
community in the Twenty First Century. Any wise thoughts on that
challenge are more than welcome!
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WOTsing Choir

WOTsing is the community choir for Whitchurch-on-Thames and Whitchurch
Hill, which was formed in 2018. It is not a performing choir and members do
not have to be able to read music, to take an audition or even to sing in
tune! It is simply for people who enjoy singing. We meet once a month in St
John’s church, Whitchurch Hill, but we are not in any sense a church choir.
We sing songs from the shows, folk songs, pop songs, the occasional wellknown hymn, but most important is that we enjoy singing, have fun and lots
of laughter, and go home feeling happier than when we arrived!
Our current accompanist is Gill Painter and we always meet on the first
Thursday of the month from 7.30 to 9pm. Our next meeting takes place on
2nd June.

Why not watch the lighting of the Jubilee beacons at Whitchurch or
Whitchurch Hill afterwards? See page 8 for details.
If you would like to join or find out more about the choir, please contact
Geraldine on wotsing2018@gmail.com
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Programme overview
The Lambeth Conference programme will be built around a daily
rhythm combining prayer, daily worship, Bible Expositions and Bible
Study Groups, Plenary/Keynote addresses from guest speakers and
‘Lambeth Calls’ discussions.
Programme themes will include Mission and Evangelism, Safe
Church, Communion, Reconciliation, Environment and Sustainable
Development, Christian Unity, Interfaith Relations and Discipleship.

Finally, I’d like to take the opportunity to voice a public thank you to Sue
Matthews, who stepped down from being churchwarden as of the recent
annual meeting, after many years of dedicated service. Sue’s wisdom, local
knowledge, hard work and love for people have been invaluable to me as
vicar, and to the church and wider community and we are all very grateful
for all she has been and done in her role as churchwarden.
Every blessing,
James

Wider themes will also be considered including ongoing response to
a world changed by COVID-19 and the relationship of the Church
with the increasing role of science and technology in our lives.
The conference will also include a seminar and evening programme.
The spouses’ programme mirrors much of the bishops’ programme,
apart from during the Bishops’ retreat or discussion sessions for
‘Lambeth Calls’.

It’s my prayer that, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
the Lambeth Conference will reinvigorate the
Communion with the vision and resources to
bring the transforming love of Jesus Christ to
every level of society across the world.
It will be a time of addressing hurts and concerns;
of deepening existing relationships and building
new ones; of grappling with issues that face the
Church and the world. We will listen to each other;
we will seek God’s wisdom to find ways to walk
together; we will build each other up as leaders.
Prayer from The Archbishop of Canterbury
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Calling new Bell Ringers!
Look out for taster sessions later in the summer. If you
are interested in giving bell ringing a go, register your
interest by contacting Ken Baker: baker_kenneth2@sky.com
The Old Stables
Geoff Weir now administers bookings for the Old Stables. Enquiries
should be made via OldStablesBookings@btinternet.com. Geoff is
also the contact for charities wishing to fundraise at the Art Café.

At the Queen’s Jubilee tea party the church will have a table where
we’ll be offering a couple of craft activities for children and giving
away copies of a special commemorative booklet entitled
‘Our Faithful Queen’.
5

Our vision statement:

We seek to be a worshipping family, looking outwards
to bless our community with the love of Christ.
+++++++

DIARY DATES
JUNE
Wed 1st
Thurs 2nd

Sat 4th

Sun 5th
Tues 7th

Thurs 9th

JULY
Sat 2nd
Sun 3rd
Mon 11th
Thurs 14th
Sun 31st

8-9.15pm weekly Compline Prayer Group on Zoom (see p. 12).
2-4pm and 7-9pm Crafty Knit & Stitch at the Old Stables on
alternate Thursdays.
7.30-9pm WOTSING Choir at St John’s Church, Whitchurch Hill.
10.30am-12.30pm Art Café in aid of Friends of St Mary’s and St
John’s at the Old Stables.
10am Maze Working Party.
9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary’s.
10.30am-12 noon every week Community Coffee Morning, the
the Old Stables. Ring Susan Scearce on 984 2004 for details.
10-11.30am Ladies Bible Study every 2nd and 4th Thursday.
2.30-5pm every 2nd Thursday Afternoon Tea at the Village
Hall. All welcome, no need to book.
10am Maze Working Party
9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary’s.
8pm PCC Meeting at the Old Stables.
2-5pm Afternoon Tea and Cakes at Whitchurch Village Hall.
8pm Parish Council Meeting in Whitchurch Village Hall.
10.30am Team Service at Mary’s, followed by refreshments in
the Vicarage garden.

AUGUST
Sat 7th
10am Maze Working Party
Thurs 11th 2-5pm Afternoon Tea and Cakes at Whitchurch Village Hall.
.

Phases
In order to make the discussions and outcomes of the conference as
fruitful as possible, this Lambeth Conference will be supported by a
pre and post-event phase.
The journey to the face-to-face conference started during 2021 when
there were a number of pre-event virtual meetings for bishops to
help them prepare for the event.
Meetings provided space for prayer, Bible study and to start to explore some of the conference themes.
The aim was to start to explore some of the conference themes and
share ministry experiences from around the world. There are three
phases of operation:
Phase 1: Listening together (2021-2022): Bishops’ conversations

Phase 2: Walking together (August 2022)
The physical conference meets. Outcomes of the bishops ‘listening’
phase will inform the shape of the face-to-face programme. Through
further dialogue, prayer and spiritual reflection, the conference community will seek to discern God’s voice for his church and agree some
common commitments to share with the Anglican Communion.
Phase 3: Witnessing together (2022 and beyond)
As a corporate act of ‘listening, walking and witnessing together’
common commitments agreed will be ‘sent out’ after the conference, inviting and calling the Anglican Communion to enact them
in their communities in the generation ahead.

.

For details of regular Sunday Church Services, see back cover.
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The fifteenth Lambeth Conference
26 July - 8th August 2022
‘God's Church for God's World’
Convened by The Archbishop of Canterbury in 2022, the Lambeth
Conference is a gathering of bishops from across the Anglican Communion for prayer and reflection, fellowship and dialogue on church
and world affairs.
With the theme of ‘God’s Church for God’s World - walking, listening
and witnessing together,’ the conference will explore what it means
for the Anglican Communion to be responsive to the needs of a 21st
Century world.
The journey to the conference started during 2021, where there were
opportunities for prayer, dialogue and reflection, involving the
conference community – and wider Anglican World.
What is it?
2022 is the year of the fifteenth Lambeth Conference. The Lambeth
Conference is a once-a-decade gathering of bishops from across the
Anglican Communion.
Vision and purpose
This event plays an influential role in the life of the Anglican
Church and gathers together bishops and spouses for prayer, Bible
study, worship and fellowship and helps shape the life of the Anglican
Communion for the next decade.
Biblical focus
As the Lambeth Conference explores the theme of being ‘God’s
Church for God’s World’, the Biblical focus for the event will be the
book of Peter. A wide range of resources have been developed for
use in Bible studies, discussions and seminars.

14
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Beacon Lighting for the Queen’s Jubilee

Pentecost is the festival when Christians
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Whitchurch-on-Thames: The Green Team is organising beacon lighting on
the evening of Thursday 2nd June on a hill overlooking the village. This will
be part of over 2,000 beacons being lit across the country in honour of the
Queen that evening. All beacons are due to be lit at 9:45pm and ours should
be visible from the south end of the Village Green. Those interested in
seeing it should gather near the Pavilion from 9:30pm. If you are interested
in helping prepare the site or build the bonfire, please contact Charles
Cotgreave at charles_cotgreave@yahoo.co.uk

What is Pentecost?
It is celebrated on the Sunday 50 days after Easter (the name comes from the
Greek pentekoste, "fiftieth"). In 2022 Pentecost falls on Sunday, 5th June.
It is also called Whitsun, but does not necessarily coincide with the Whitsun
Bank Holiday in the UK. Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of the Christian
church, and the start of the church's mission to the world.
The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the third part of the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
that is the way Christians understand God.
Celebrating Pentecost
Pentecost is a happy festival. Ministers in church often wear robes with red in
the design as a symbol of the flames in which the Holy Spirit came to earth.

Whitchurch Hill: On Thursday June 2nd at 9.45pm a Beacon will be lit in
Sand Field, Coombe End Farm to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Queen
Elizbeth II. This beacon is registered with the official Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee Beacons and will be one of many lit at this moment.
The site and beacon are made available to the public by the generosity of
the Hatt family of Coombe End Farm.
We hope to have a pop-up bar on site. See updates on the Goring Heath
Parish News’ Facebook for more information. All are welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~
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Hymns sung at Pentecost take the Holy Spirit as their theme, and include:
Come down O Love Divine
Breathe on me breath of God
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me

Pentecost Symbols
The symbols of Pentecost are those of the Holy Spirit and include flames,
wind, the breath of God and a dove.
The first Pentecost
Pentecost comes from a Jewish harvest festival called Shavuot. The apostles
were celebrating this festival when the Holy Spirit descended on them.
It sounded like a very strong wind, and it looked like tongues of fire.
The apostles then found themselves speaking in foreign languages, inspired
by the Holy Spirit.
People passing by at first thought that they must be drunk, but the apostle
Peter told the crowd that the apostles were full of the Holy Spirit.
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A remarkable woman!
She is the longest reigning monarch in British history.
She never went to university, but she has been the adviser and confidante
to 14 British prime ministers.

Come and join us to Make Music
We are your local Purley on Thames Choir and we are looking for new members.

SAVE THE DATES
OUR NEXT CONCERTS

will be our Platinum Jubilee Concerts
on Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd June
at St Mary’s Church, Purley-on-Thames
Please see our website www.thamesvalesingers.org.uk for further information

Weekly Wednesday Evening Compline Prayer Group
You are warmly invited to join our weekly Zoom prayer group on
Wednesday evenings, commencing at 8pm and winding up at around
9pm. We follow the traditional Compline service of Evening Prayer,
forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church,
traditionally said before retiring for the night. There is a set Psalm,
Old and New Testament readings, something thought-provoking and
prayer requests. There is a chance for an informal chat at the end.
Please call or email Peter for more information, or to be added to the
mailing list for meeting sign-up details. You do not have to live in
Whitchurch to be part of the gathering – indeed several people join
us from further afield, including overseas, and all are welcome.
Mobile: 07557 383634

Even in her 90th year she still worked over 40 hours a week.
She employs 1,200 people but feeds her own dogs.
She has had a gruelling travel and work schedule for over 60 years, but as
political commentator Andrew Marr pointed out:
There are no reliable recorded incidents of the Queen losing her temper,
using bad language, or refusing to carry out a duty expected of her.
In this her Platinum Jubilee year, is there a secret behind the Queen's
remarkable consistency of character and extraordinary contribution to our
nation, Commonwealth and the global community?

It is an answer she herself revealed in 2002.
I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times
and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live
my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best
in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God. I draw strength from
the message of hope in the Christian gospel.
As we take part in the Jubilee celebrations, we can look back with gratitude
to God for Her Majesty’s faithful service, which extends right around the
world, and we ask the Lord to bless her, and our nation.
Whether we share Her Majesty’s faith or not, I hope we can all agree that
her contribution has been Christ-like, in that it is modelled upon sacrificial
service. Her Majesty did not choose her work, rather she inherited it. Her
attitude throughout her life has been to discharge her responsibilities in
ways that are generous hearted, and in her service she has clearly found joy
of heart as she follows the example of Christ her Lord.

God save our Queen!
Revd Canon Kevin Davies, Team Rector

Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com
12
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A friendly group of local women meet
over a cup of coffee in members’ houses
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings
of the month from 10 to 11.30am to
read and discuss a variety of books and
Bible passages.
For more details please call Geraldine
(984 4959) or Wendy (984 1262).
You are very welcome to come along to one of our meetings to see
whether You would like to join us.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk
and in fear, that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.

CHURCH NEWS
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) took place on Sunday, 8th
May. Ken Baker was re-elected as Churchwarden and Paul Witcher elected
as Churchwarden to replace Sue Matthews, who has stepped down after
more than six years of service. The members of the PCC remain the same as
last year.
There are two vacancies open for Deanery Synod representatives who are ex
officio members of the PCC. Contact Rev’d James if you would like to know
more.
Changes to opening times at St Mary’s Church. St Mary’s is now open every
day, thanks to a rota of volunteers who open and close the church.
Dates of Parochial Church Council (PCC) meetings during 2022.
These will take place on Monday evenings at 8pm in The Old Stables
meeting room on the following dates: 11th July, 26th September and 7th
November.
Recent flower arrangements in St Mary’s

Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
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