June to August 2021

CHURCH SERVICES IN WHITCHURCH AND THE LANGTREE TEAM
Our service pattern is still impacted by Covid-19 and subject to
change as we emerge from lockdown. At the time of going
to press, each Sunday there is a service of Holy Communion in St
Mary’s, Whitchurch at 9.30am, and an online Zoom service of
Morning Worship at 11am, both led by Revd James. Contact Revd
James for the link to the Zoom service.
For up to date details of live and online services at all churches in
the Langtree Team, please check the Langtree Team Ministry
website: https://langtreechurches.org/sunday-services/
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Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0SR.
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch-on-Thames Pre-School, we aim to provide children with a
happy, safe and stimulating learning environment, in which they feel included,
secure and valued, whilst learning through play.
• We’re Ofsted rated GOOD.
• The pre-school is situated in an idyllic village location, with links to
Whitchurch Primary School.
• Children can join us from 2 years 6 months.
• Hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Thursday, and 8.30am to
12.15pm on Friday.
Spaces available from September.
For further information please contact Kathleen or Liz on 0118 984 4516 or
check out our website at www.whitchurchpreschool.org

The Caring Physio
Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.
We will meet you in your home to get to know you and identify
your issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance and
advice.
will@thecaringphysio.co.uk
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07393351159

Team Vicar:
Revd James Leach, St Mary’s House, High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading RG8 7DF. 0118 976 5905. jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778. baker_kenneth2@sky.com
Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames, Reading,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).

Honorary Secretary:
Rosemary Pearce, Little Eastfield, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7EJ. 0118 984 3106. rosemarypearcele@btinternet.com
Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, Reading,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk
Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the September issue is Thursday, 12th August.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December
and can be viewed on line in the Church section of the village website.
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Adlestrop by Edward Thomas written in June 1914
Yes. I remember Adlestrop The name, because one afternoon
Of heat the express-train drew up there
Unwontedly. It was late June.
The steam hissed. Someone cleared his throat.
No one left and no one came
On the bare platform. What I saw
Was Adlestrop - only the name
And willows, willow-herb, and grass,
And meadowsweet, and haycocks dry,
No whit less still and lonely fair
Than the high cloudlets in the sky.
And for that minute a blackbird sang
Close by, and round him, mistier,
Farther and farther, all the birds
Of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire.

‘Brambly Thatch’

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS!

A Holiday Cottage near
Whitchurch Hill - so handy
when family or friends from
afar come to stay.

The Whitchurch Parish Magazine
is issued four times a year: in
March, June, September and
December and is delivered to
homes in Whitchurch and
Whitchurch Hill. The advertising
rates per annum are: a quarter
page £30, third of a page £40
and a half page £50.

Call Kate or John Hatt on
0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

For more information please
email wendyf21@icloud.com.

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
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Dear Friends,
As we emerge from lockdown none of us
really knows what life “on the other side” is
going to look like. Some things will return to
normal while other things may have changed
forever. And many of us will discover that we
too have changed.

Our priorities may have moved around, for example. We find that we
have missed terribly things that we used to take for granted, like
going out for coffee, perhaps, or giving people a hug. Other things
that used to seem important we haven’t missed at all.
And somewhere in the midst of all that is church, whether by that we
mean the buildings or the people or both. In the months when the
buildings have been closed, and in the months when worship has
been possible, but with restrictions like social distancing and no
singing, what have you missed, if anything? For those of us who have
been meeting Sunday by Sunday on Zoom to worship together online,
is there anything from that experience that we would like to continue? I suspect a few of us have rather enjoyed being able to join a
service from the comfort of our living rooms (or even somewhere
else in the country) with a freshly brewed coffee in one hand.
These are the kind of questions that I and others of you have been
mulling over and will continue to ponder in the months to come. And
as we ponder what church and community life might look like in the
year ahead, I have been reminded of an episode in the history of
God’s people in the Old Testament. When the city of Jerusalem, along
with the temple, was destroyed in 586 BC the people went to exile in
Babylon for several decades, during which they had to find new ways
of worship. Eventually they were able to return to Jerusalem and
build a new temple, one that was not as magnificent as Solomon’s
original. And we read in the book of Ezra that some, the ones who
remembered the glory of the old temple, wept, while others shouted
for joy. In other words, some looked back and felt sad that things
4

Supporting our Church
If you would like to make a financial contribution to our churches
you can make online payments to our Bank Account: Whitchurch
PCC at HSBC - sort code 40-36-03 Account number 40853704. Or by
cheque made payable to Whitchurch PCC and sent to:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6FQ.
Email: baker_kenneth2@sky.com
You can also make a regular contribution by setting up a standing
order with your bank using the same bank details. (See page 15 of
the December 2020 magazine or contact me.)
If you are a Tax payer you can Gift Aid any donation from which we
are able to recover 25p in every £1.00 from HM Revenue &
Customs.

You may prefer to make an online payment by scanning the QR Code
below to your mobile phone, and this will take you to the “give-a
-little” web-page for our churches. Many thanks.

Kenneth Baker
Assistant Treasurer and Church Warden
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PRAYER by Rt Revd Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford
Creator of our common home,
You fill the earth and sea and sky with life
Forgive us our neglect of your creation
The choking waste of our pollution
The damage done by careless habits
And our indifference to future generations.
Help us to amend our lives
To refuse more plastic if we can’t reuse it
To lift our voice for lasting change
And to live well and gently on the earth
To the glory of your Son, the Living Word
Through whom you made this fragile world.
Amen.

weren’t how they used to be, but others looked forward and felt
joyful to be making a new start. Both responses are understandable
in their way, but it is the latter response that shows greater trust in
God and his promises for the future.
In the Lord’s Prayer we pray for God’s kingdom to come and his will
to be done on earth as it is in heaven. When we pray those words,
we are putting our trust in a God who is working to build a better
future for his world, one in which everything that is good from the
past will be restored and renewed and all sorts of new possibilities
will open up. As we move forward to the next few pages in our own
chapter of history, I pray we can do that with confidence and hope.
Every blessing,
James

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (APCM)
The 2021 APCM will take place in the Old Stables on Sunday, 4th July
at 10.30am after a shortened morning service at St Mary’s.
Weekly Wednesday Evening Compline Prayer Group
You are warmly invited to join our weekly Zoom prayer group on
Wednesday evenings, commencing at 8pm and winding up at around
9pm. We follow the traditional Compline service of Evening Prayer,
forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church,
traditionally said before retiring for the night. There is a set Psalm,
Old and New Testament readings, something thought-provoking and
prayer requests. There is a chance for an informal chat at the end.
Please call or email Peter for more information, or to be added to the
mailing list for meeting sign-up details. You do not have to live in
Whitchurch to be part of the gathering – indeed several people join
us from further afield, and all are welcome.
Mobile: 07557 383634

Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com
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The meeting is for all those who attend our churches on a regular
basis; only those who are on the Electoral Roll of the Church may
vote.
The meeting appoints the Churchwardens, Sidespersons and
members of the Parochial Church Council. Other business that takes
place is reports from the Treasurer on the two churches’ financial
situation, a report on the state of the fabric of our two buildings and
reports from other groups in our church life.
It is also the time to consider whether you could offer your ideas and
experience by standing for the PCC. Please speak to the Churchwardens (contact details on page 19) if you would be willing to serve
our parish in this way.
Ken Baker and Sue Matthews, Churchwardens
5

Our vision statement:
We seek to be a worshipping family, looking outwards
to bless our community with the love of Christ.

TOUR DE PURLEY

+++++++

DIARY DATES
Diary items correct at the time of going to press, but should government advice
change concerning the Covid-19 situation, it may affect upcoming events. Please
check the Church link of the village website: whitchurchonthames.com

JUNE
Tues 1st

10.30am-12 noon, and weekly during term-time, proposed reopening of the Community Coffee Morning at the Old Stables.
Wed 2nd 8-9.15pm Compline Prayer Group every Wednesday evening
(continuing on Zoom for the time being (see page 16).
Thurs 10th 10-11.30am Ladies Bible Study every 2nd and 4th Thursday.
(details page 7.)
Sun 27th
10.30am from the Maze: Freedom Village Walk.
JULY
Sat 3rd
Sun 4th
Sun 18th

10am-12.30pm reopening of the Art Café (see page 14).
10.30am Annual Parochial Church Meeting in the Old Stables.
2pm PAWS & WotHabs hay meadow walk off Sheepwash Lane
at the end of Hardwick Road, Whitchurch,

All being well with Government guidelines, Friends of Purley School
(FOPS) are hoping to see the return of their sponsored cycling event,
the 6th Tour de Purley on Sunday 4th July, 2021. Put all that lockdown exercise to the test and enter this family fun activity. There will
be a 5, 15 and 30 mile cycle ride starting from Bucknells Meadow,
Purley on Thames. The three routes will take you into the beautiful
West Berkshire/Oxfordshire countryside. Longer rides are set to start
between 8.30am and 10.30am and the Scootathon around the village
will begin at 11.30am. There are several different cycle routes to
choose from, whether you have a pre-schooler or are a competitive
long distance cyclist.
Please visit our website www.tourdepurley.co.uk for further details
and how to book your place. See you there!

Looking ahead
Sat 9th Oct: “Friends” fundraising social event in Goring Heath Parish Hall.
Put it in your diary now, details nearer the date.

6
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Art Café – serving our community

FLOWER ARRANGERS NEEDED FOR ST MARY’S CHURCH
Please think about joining us. We are looking
for volunteers of any age and either sex who
would like to help to decorate our Parish
Church. You do not need to be an expert
flower arranger or church goer, just be
willing to do a simple arrangement two or three times a
year and join the team for flower decorations at Christmas
and Easter.
Why not join up with a friend and do an arrangement
together? Handling flowers in that special place can be
peaceful and rewarding.

Art Café to reopen from 3 July
The Art Café provides a place
to make and strengthen
friendships and will be open
on Saturday mornings from
Tribute to Pam Wilkinson
10.30-12.30 in the Old
We’re kicking off with a coffee
Rectory Stables, opposite the
morning in honour of Pam Wilkinson
Ferryboat Inn.
who helped set up the Art Café back
We hope you’ll join us from
in 2015.
Proceeds to go to Sue Ryder Hospice. July onwards to enjoy tea,
coffee and delicious homeFor list of events see the village
made cakes sold on behalf of
website What’s On section:
local community and
www.whitchurchonthames.com
charity groups.

Please contact Diana Smith on 0118 984 3340 for more
information.

Plans are afoot to re-open the Art
Café from 3 July once social
distancing is over (fingers crossed!).

Contact: gill@artcafe.co.uk
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A friendly group of local women meet on the 2nd
and 4th Thursday mornings of the month from 10 to
approximately 11.15am, currently via Zoom, to read
and discuss a variety of books and Bible passages.
We have recently enjoyed studying the first ten
Psalms, a course prepared by Geraldine Witcher,
which has been very enlightening, and just finished
looking at Tearfund’s Lent devotional called A Story
to Live by which made challenging but rewarding reading.
For more information please call Geraldine (984 4959) or Wendy
(984 1262). You would be very welcome to join us for a trial session
before deciding whether you would like to become a member of the
group.
7

The Bishop of Oxford has been appointed to new select
committee on the environment and climate change.
Bishop Steven is one of 13 peers who has been appointed to the
Lords Select Committee for the environment and climate change.
Bishop Steven is a leading advocate of fossil fuel divestment within
the Church of England and has previously called for ‘nothing less than
an ecological conversion of every person and every part of society’.

About Gavin
•
Gavin was educated in Law at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and worked
as a solicitor in the City of London, before training for ministry at
Trinity College Bristol.
•
He served his title at St Barnabas, Cambridge, in the diocese of Ely
and was ordained Priest in 1998.
•
In 2002, Gavin was appointed vicar at Christ Church,
Chorleywood, in the Diocese of St Albans and, from 2006, he
additionally served as Rural Dean of Rickmansworth.
•
In 2011, Gavin took up the role as Archdeacon of The Meon in the
Diocese of Portsmouth.
•
On 24 November 2019, it was announced that the Queen had
approved Gavin’s appointment as Bishop of Dorchester.
•
Gavin is married to Christina, who is a health visitor, and they
have three young adult children.

The new committee for environment and climate change is one of
five new sessional committees designed to allow for more effective
and comprehensive scrutiny by the House of Lords over major areas
of public policy. House of Lords committees investigate public policy,
proposed laws and government activity. Reports produced by the
select committees make recommendations to government and
provoke discussion in Parliament.
Bishop Steven is clear that the next few years are crucial for the
planet:
“Human beings are far more than consumers: we are called to be just
stewards of creation, to care for the poorest and the weakest. Human
fulfilment lies not in escalating consumption but in meaningful rest
and labour, and learning to be content. Many dioceses, including
Oxford, are placing care for the earth at the top of our agenda for the
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show and share that love with the communities around us. Jesus’
promise is that he came to give us life in full abundance, and, as
Bishop of Dorchester, it will be a joy to play a part in helping the
Church to grow into and live out that abundance of life.”
The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, said; “Gavin is
known for his warmth and approachability, and he is passionate
about the mission of the church. He’s experienced in bringing
churches, local authorities and civil society organisations together for
the good of all, and is clear about the issues rural communities and
towns face. I am very excited about what Gavin’s appointment
means for the Diocese of Oxford.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury delivered the sermon at the
consecration, speaking of “the need for the church to be flexible as
we adjust to the new challenges involved in serving our communities
at the present time, particularly as a result of the ongoing pandemic.
This would require bold, faithful and visionary leadership from our
bishops, and from all local church leaders.”
About the Diocese of Oxford and the Dorchester Episcopal Area
•
The Diocese of Oxford is one of the largest dioceses in the Church
of England.
•
The Diocese of Oxford is divided into four ‘Episcopal Areas’, each
overseen by their own area bishop.
•
The Dorchester Area consists of the county of Oxfordshire,
excluding the two deaneries in the city of Oxford, which are
under the direct episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Oxford.
•
The Dorchester Episcopal Area is larger than many dioceses in the
Church of England. It extends from the Cotswolds in the west,
Bicester in the east and all the way down to Henley-on-Thames.
•
There are 326 churches and 117 church schools in the area,
serving a population of over half a million people.
•
70% of parishes in the Dorchester Area are involved in social
action. The Church is also the largest provider of out of school
support for children and young people in Oxfordshire.
12

coming years… It means identifying challenging but achievable targets
and the practical path to reach them. We need to hear the voice of
government in policy detail and not just principle.”
In a keynote speech at the recent ‘COP26, Divestment, and
Investment for Climate Justice‘ webinar, Bishop Steven announced
that the Diocese of Oxford has completed its divestment from fossil
fuels.

“The Diocese of Oxford, like many organisations with equity investments, had investments in fossil fuel companies,” said Bishop Steven.
“Given the strong stance we have taken on the climate emergency,
Bishop’s Council decided in December to disinvest from such
companies and this has now happened. We now have no direct
investments in the oil and gas producing sector.”
The pledge to divest from fossil fuels and invest further into renewable energy is a further step towards a diocesan commitment to
being carbon net zero by 2035. Care for the earth is at the top of the
agenda for the coming years; recognising the distance we still have to
travel.
An Environmental Task Group led by the Rt Revd Olivia Graham,
Bishop of Reading, has drawn together a robust network of experts
across a range of environmental themes: theological, educational, and
political. The ETG recently launched a new online EcoHub to resource
churches and congregations.

St Mary’s church will continue to be open
for individual prayer and quiet reflection
on Wednesday afternoons between
2 and 3pm.
Please note the current opening times.
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THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S & ST JOHN’S, WHITCHURCH
(AN INDEPENDENT CHARITY)

14th April 2021 – Gavin Collins consecrated as
Bishop of Dorchester

It is some time since we updated you with news of The Friends charity. The
AGM on 5th January was the most recent event for members but
unfortunately, we have not been able to hold any social events or working
parties for many months. However, the trustees have continued with their
bi-monthly meetings on Zoom at which future spending to support both the
churches is discussed with the PCC representative trustees, Graeme Pearce
and Ken Baker.

The Rt Revd Gavin Collins was consecrated as the Bishop of
Dorchester on Wednesday 14th April at one of three special services
held at Lambeth Palace Chapel. Despite the limited numbers of
people present, it was a prayerful and deeply personal service on a
beautiful spring day.

Plans are being made to hold a fundraising evening social event on Saturday
9th October in Goring Heath Parish Hall. The provisional idea is for this to be
a Cheese and Wine Tasting but this will be confirmed nearer the time.
Please put that date in your diaries because it would be wonderful to get
together as many members and friends as possible for an enjoyable social
occasion again. We will give booking details nearer the time.

It is also hoped to be able to return to the regular fundraising at the
Saturday morning Art Café very soon. The Friends charity have benefitted
significantly by the regular income and publicity from running the coffee
morning bi-monthly for about 4 years. If the timetable for lifting the Covid
restrictions goes to plan, the Art Café should be allowed to re-open on Sat
3rd July and The Friends expect to have the honour of hosting this first
session. As soon as this date is confirmed, we will be asking for volunteers to
make and serve coffee and cakes and provide support in the kitchen. Please
let us know if you are willing to help out for this first or any future mornings
- it is very sociable and good fun.
Finally, you may like to refresh your memories about the variety of projects
that The Friends have supported for our two local churches since 2016. If
you look on the village website www.whitchurchonthames.com and follow
the link to The Friends page via The Church page, you will see a ‘rolling’
gallery of photos. These give a good idea of the projects we have funded,
both large and small, and also the variety of social and fundraising events
we have held over the years.
Paul Witcher
Chairman of The Friends
pvwitcher@aol.co.uk

Archbishop Justin Welby, Bishop Gavin and Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally

“Although COVID restrictions meant this was very different from the
large-scale celebration in St Paul’s Cathedral that was originally
envisaged, having a much smaller service in the Chapel at Lambeth
made it a more intimate and reflective occasion,” says Bishop Gavin.
“It was a deeply impactful moment as I prepare to take on my new
ministry as a bishop.”
As Bishop of Dorchester, Gavin now leads an Episcopal Area larger
than many other dioceses. The Dorchester Area has 326 churches
across 11 deaneries and a combined electoral roll of nearly 13,000
people.
Speaking on news of his appointment last year, Gavin said;
“Throughout lockdown, churches across Oxfordshire have shown us
that nothing can separate us from the love of God, and our calling to
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