July and August 2020

Diocese of Oxford Church at Home
Live-streamed and ‘as live’ worship is available for everyone across the
Diocese of Oxford, these services complement the prayers, meditations
and worship offered by local churches. Our principal Diocesan services
take place at 10 am each Sunday. Remember to click the play button to
start the service.

For those unable to watch or listen online you can listen on
SoundCloud. Dial 01865 920930 and, once connected, dial 0 for the full
version of the service, or dial 1 for a short version of the service.
Standard call rates apply. There will be a few seconds of silence before
the service starts.
All services can be accessed as a podcast to listen to when it suits you;
the link is https://www.oxford.anglican.org/podcast/church-at-homefull-service/ A shorter version is also available.
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Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd. Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch-on-Thames Pre-School, we aim to provide children with a
happy, safe and stimulating learning environment, in which they feel included,
secure and valued, whilst learning through play.

• We’re Ofsted rated GOOD.
• The pre-school is situated in an idyllic village location, with links to
Whitchurch Primary School.
• Children can join us from 2 years 6 months.
• Hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Thursday, and 8.30am to
12.15pm on Friday.

Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778 baker_kenneth2@sky.com

Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).
Honorary Secretary: vacant

Spaces available from September.
For further information please contact Kathleen or Liz on 0118 984 4516 or
check out our website at www.whitchurchpreschool.org

The Caring Physio
Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.
We offer a free first session with our physiotherapist. We will
meet you in your home to get to know you and identify your
issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance
and advice.
will@thecaringphysio.co.uk
07393351159
Please note that this issue covers July and August. In September we shall
return to our regular pattern of quarterly publications.
Copy deadline for the next magazine is Wednesday, 13th August.
The Editorial Team
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Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk
Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the September issue is Wednesday, 13th August.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December.
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Whitchurch-on-Thames Sports
& Remedial Massage Therapist

‘Brambly Thatch’

Here are some of the many benefits
from having a deep tissue massage:

A Holiday Cottage near Whitchurch Hill
- so handy when family or friends from afar come to stay.

Remedial
- releases muscle tension & pain
- improves muscle recovery time
- boosts immune system
- increases joint mobility and range of
movement

Call Kate or John Hatt on 0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

Additional Benefits
- reduces stress
- lowers blood pressure
- increases blood circulation and
lymph flow
- heightens mental alertness
- improves posture and skin tone
For further information please contact

K Aitchison on
H. 0118 9844462
M. 07710 975150
E. theaitchisons@hotmail.com

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
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Our Vision Statement:
We seek to be a worshipping family, looking outwards to
bless our community with the love of Christ.
+++++++

ONLINE CHURCH SERVCES IN THE LANGTREE TEAM
Each Sunday there are Zoom services from churches in the Langtree
Team and the details of these can be found on the Langtree Ministry
website: http://langtreechurches.org/sunday-services/ Revd. Kevin
Davies updates the service information each week and gives meeting
IDs and passcodes. If you want to invite family or friends to join too,
that’s no problem as you don’t have to be based locally. All visitors
warmly welcome. The services are family-friendly, varied in style and
content and offer imaginative forms of worship. Give them a try!
You can also join the livestreamed Diocesan service which is held at
10am each Sunday and is available to watch later in the day or during
the week if that suits you better. Please see page 16 for more details
and for options to listen to podcasts.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

You may like to use the following prayer written by Revd Kevin Davies:-

Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York Designate
Bishop Stephen will officially take up the role as Archbishop at the
the Confirmation of Election Service on Thursday 9 July 2020.
The service will be broadcast entirely via video conference due to the
Coronavirus restrictions. The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most
Revd Justin Welby, has granted special permission for the virtual
service to take place.
The service, which had been due to take place in York Minster, will be
in two parts: a legal ceremony with readings, prayers and music; and a
film marking the first day of the 98th Archbishop of York’s ministry.

Father God, even as we find ourselves far from each other,
please hold us close to you
Jesus Christ, shine in the darkness and show us the way,
for you are the light of the world
Holy Spirit, in our fears console us
and bring peace to our troubled hearts. Amen.

Many of us in the Diocese of Oxford will remember Bishop Stephen
during his tenure as Bishop of Reading from 2004 to 2010, before
moving to the Diocese of Chelmsford to become Bishop of that
Diocese.

~~~~~~~~~~~
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The Secretary of Whitchurch United Charities would like to remind all
families that the Charity has funds available to help meet the costs
associated with educational needs such as books, equipment or
educational trips. We have not received any applications recently and
we are keen for appropriate applications to made during the next six
months.

New Priest for Whitchurch

Eligible students are young people between the ages of 5 and 25 years
and whose permanent residence is within the parish of Whitchurch.
Applications are processed twice a year, with the closing dates being
31st March and 30th September. However, late applications are considered if the available funds for the previous 6 month period have not
been fully allocated.
All applications and decisions are treated in strict confidence by the
Trustees.
If you would like to know more, please do contact Sarah Dixon (our
Grant Application Secretary). Contact details: telephone: 0118 984
4262, address: Flint House, Hardwick Road, Whitchurch on Thames,
RG8 7HH or email:
whithchurchunitedcharities@gmail.com
WoTSING Update from Geraldine Witcher
Covid-19 has certainly changed the way we’re all doing things. It’s amazing
how many things we have discovered we can do from home, as well, or even
better than the way we used to do things. But there are some things that need
groups of people to work well – schools, parties, clubs, church, choirs. The
internet has literally been a Godsend for many of these and has kept things
going while we could not meet together.
WOTsing has temporarily turned into ZOOMsing. We meet for three quarters
of an hour from 7.15 every Thursday. Jerry Cokeram hosts the meeting, Tim
Taylor provides accompaniment from his keyboard at home. It doesn’t matter
that the effect of singing on ZOOM with its tendency to have time lag makes us
sound as if we’d spent too long in the pub! We chat, laugh and sing, sharing
news and enjoying the company.
If you are a member of WOTsing and haven’t yet joined us on ZOOM contact
me or Jerry and we’ll make sure you’re included. If you are not yet a member
of WOTsing but would like to join us contact me on wotsing21018@gmail.com.
And I hope it won’t be too long until we can get together to sing again.
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Great News! Revd. Canon Kevin Davies, Rector of the Langtree Team
Ministry, is delighted to announce that the Revd. James Leach has
been offered and has accepted the post of House for Duty (part-time)
associate priest in the Langtree Team serving the parish of St Mary's
Whitchurch and St John's Whitchurch Hill.
James is currently associate priest in the parish of St James, Gerrard's
Cross, in the Buckingham area of the Oxford Diocese. He has served
in this large parish for 14 years, and prior to this was in parish ministry
in Bristol. James enjoys teaching, and has a special interest in lay
discipleship.
Once his notice period at St James' Church has been served James and
his wife Debbie will be moving into St Mary's House at Whitchurch
along with their youngest daughter, who will be starting at Abingdon
College. Dates for their arrival in the parish and licensing service will
be communicated as they are arranged.
We look forward to welcoming James and
his family to the Whitchurch community.
Kenneth Baker and Sue Matthews
Church Wardens

Revd. James and Mrs Debbie Leach
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A Presidential Address from Bishop Steven to the Diocesan Synod
Back in March we held our annual LENT LUNCHES at the Old Stables, but
sadly, due to lockdown, we were able to run only two of the four planned
lunches. Nevertheless, we are pleased to tell you that £167 was raised in
donations and this money was split equally between Church funds and
Launchpad, Reading’s leading homelessness prevention charity, and our
chosen local charity this year.
A big thank you to those who came along on 4th and 11th March to
support our church giving.
Wendy Ferguson and Sally Woolhouse

WHITCHURCH ART & CRAFT EXHIBITION
the weekend of 14th – 15th November 2020
Don’t forget to put this VIP date in your diaries! It will come around
sooner than you think, so now is the time to start planning your
imaginative creations, ready for this year’s show in Whitchurch Village
Hall. I’m sure some of you will have taken up new hobbies during lockdown so do consider entering – we welcome all types of art, craft and
photography on any subject
The theme this year for the Joyce Voysey class is ‘Happiness’. This
separate class is open to all age groups and the entries can be in any
media – art, photos, sculpture, crochet, video – whatever inspires
you!
Of course, we are really keen that we will be able to hold this popular
event in its usual format. However, we will obviously be keeping a
very close eye on government guidelines and will modify the way we
do things as necessary.

The details of how and when to enter in all the categories will be
posted on the village website by the end of August.
Sally Woolhouse
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Welcome to Episode 9 of this podcast series, Reflections for a Church
in Lockdown. Over the last 8 weeks I’ve offered a reflection each
week for the Church in the pandemic based on Psalms 1-8. Thanks for
listening. If you missed them, they are all available online.
Today’s episode is different. We’ve come to a particular place now in
our journey through COVID 19. The lockdown is easing. This week we
opened many of our churches for private prayer. I hope it will not be
long before we can begin to meet again. So this is a good time to look
back but also to begin to look forward.
The journey of recovery will be slower than our journey into lockdown. Life is not going to be a quick return to the old normal, but
rather a new living with the virus, certainly for the rest of this year
and through next year. Lockdown has been difficult but has also
brought new insights, opportunities and priorities to the surface. Part
of being a contemplative church will be to reflect carefully on lessons
learned and next steps.
We are therefore offering a new tool, loosely framed by the Anglican
Five Marks of Mission, to aid reflection, to discern prayerfully, and to
plan strategically the shape of the mission of the Church in each of
our contexts.
The tool invites you to look at each mark of mission and reflect on
what has been lost through the pandemic which we need to grieve,
what has been reduced that we need to let go of, what has been
reduced that we need to build up again, what has emerged that we
need to respond to. We recognise that Church will need to change.
But that change will emerge in a thousand different ways as locally
we pay careful attention to the Spirit and as we hold on to our core
values of being contemplative, compassionate and courageous after
the pattern of Christ.
You can download and print out the tool here on the Diocesan website: oxford.anglican.org/emerging-from-coronavirus
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Weekly Prayer Group
Another Zoom opportunity: to join the weekly prayer group on
Wednesdays at 8pm until aproximately 9pm. This is a simple service
of Compline led by Peter Ferguson, with readings, music and prayers
and a chance for some informal chat at the end. Call or email Peter
for more information or to be added to the mailing list for meeting
sign-up details. You don’t have to live in Whitchurch to be part of the
gathering.
Mobile: 07557383634. Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A series of reflective podcasts by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr
Steven Croft can be accessed at https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/
series/my-extraordinary-family/ Each episode aims to resource the
Church during the period of lockdown due to the Coronavirus crisis.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford/posts/3025094020915233

This is a link to the Diocese’s Facebook page which has a lovely little
film on the Church in Lockdown by Radio Oxford – talking about the
way the church is coping and growing in lockdown.

In these uncertain times the following prayer written by Saint
Francis de Sales seems very appropriate, and we hope it may
bring you comfort. It is a prayer that seeks to calm our weary
hearts, beckoning us to “be at peace.”
St. Francis (1567-1622) was a Bishop in Geneva and is a saint in the
Catholic Church. He is patron saint of authors and journalists.

Do not look forward in fear to the changes and chances of
this life; rather, look to them with full confidence,
that as they arise, God, whose very own you are,
will lead you safely through all things; and when you cannot
stand it, God will carry you in His arms.

Do not fear what may happen tomorrow;
the same understanding Father who cares for you today
will take care of you then and every day.
He will either shield you from suffering
or will give you unfailing strength to bear it.
Be at peace, then,
and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations.
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Charities supported by our Churches
In 2020 our Churches have supported the following Charities. This income
comes from our Christmas services and events in 2019, for which we are
grateful for your support and contributions.
£115 was donated to PACT – Parents And Children Together, is one of the
UK’s leading charities in its field, building and strengthening families
through community projects across London and the South-East of England,
and creating new forever families through adoption throughout London and
the South.
PACT began building and strengthening families over 100 years ago when
the then Bishop of Oxford, Bishop Francis Paget, had a passion to address
the vulnerabilities of needy families living in the Oxford Diocesan area in
1910. He shared his concerns with other like-minded people to establish an
organisation that would provide guidance and protection for children of
tender years.
£190 was donated to The Children’s Society. The Children’s Society was
formed in the late nineteenth century by Edward Rudolf, a young Sunday
school teacher and civil servant in South London, who saw first-hand the
brutal effects of poverty on the lives of children.
Today in Britain there are children and young people who feel scared,
unloved and unable to cope and these are the children and people that the
Children’s Society work with.
£115.00 was donated to Embrace the Middle East, who provide our Christmas Carol sheets. Embrace the Middle East is a Christian charity, originally
set up in 1854.
They have worked with and supported Christian communities doing lifechanging works in countries in the Near and Middle East, including Turkey,
Syria, Egypt, the Balkans, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine and Cyprus.
Currently Embrace supports projects in Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt,
Iraq and Syria.

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S & ST JOHN’S, WHITCHURCH
(an independent charity)
Well, all the 2020 plans for the Friends events have, of course, been
cancelled or put on hold because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, the Friends Trustees would like to thank the members for
their continued financial and moral support during this difficult time.
At present, it is not clear as to when we can make arrangements for
events and future projects.
Recently, the Trustees had a ‘virtual meeting’ to review the financial
situation of our independent charity and to reiterate our commitment to continue our activities as soon as possible.
In the meantime, a reminder of the Friends’ main aims :+ to preserve the heritage of our beautiful, historic church buildings.
+ to bring together the people of Whitchurch-on-Thames and
Whitchurch Hill.
+ to support the use of the churches by the wider community.

Keith Williams
Chairman
Tel:- 0118 984 1139
Email:- keithc.williams@btinternet.com

£850 was donated to Whitchurch Primary School and £850 to the
Whitchurch Pre School, this being a contribution from the Christmas events
organised by Graham Dednum from the Ferryboat.
Kenneth Baker
Church Warden and Assistant Treasurer
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