December 2021
to February 2022

CHURCH SERVICES at ST MARY’S and ST JOHN’S
1st Sunday of the month:

9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30am Family Communion at St John's

3rd Sunday of the month: 9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's

St Mary the Virgin

4th Sunday of the month: 9.30am Family Communion at St John's
5th Sundays:

10 .30am Team Service in one of the
Team churches.

Coffee and biscuits are served after the Parish Communion and Family
Communion services.

For more information contact the Churchwardens, (details on previous page).
You can also view this Parish Magazine on the Church link of the village
website, at whitchurchonthames.com

The Parish Magazine
for

Whitchurch
and

Whitchurch Hill

St John the Baptist
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Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0SR.
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch Pre-School, our team is committed to providing a secure and caring environment
where children can learn and develop at their own pace within a happy atmosphere.
•
•
•
•

Situated in an idyllic village location, with links to Whitchurch Primary School.
Fantastic large, safe and enclosed garden and allotment.
For children aged from 2½ - 5 years, accepting 2yr & 30hr government funding.
Offering flexible sessions 8.30am to 3:15pm weekdays, term time only.

Contact us at
hello@whitchurchpreschool.org / 0118 984 4516
www.whitchurchpreschool.org

The Caring Physio
Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.
We will meet you in your home to get to know you and identify
your issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance and
advice.
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Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778. baker_kenneth2@sky.com
Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames, Reading,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).

Registered Charity:1183193

will@thecaringphysio.co.uk

Team Vicar:
Revd James Leach, St Mary’s House, High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading RG8 7DF. 0118 976 5905. jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

07393351159

Honorary Secretary:
Rosemary Pearce, Little Eastfield, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7EJ. 0118 984 3106. rosemarypearcele@btinternet.com
Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, Reading,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk
Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the March 2022 issue is Thursday, 10th February.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December
and can be viewed on line in the Church section of the village website.
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Whitchurch United Charities
Whitchurch United Charities has a fascinating history with its original bequests
ranging from Mary Eliza Moore who gave £300 to provide red cloaks annually for
poor women and a bread charity that was left by John Whistler to provide a dozen
penny loaves for distribution in church every Sunday.
In 1907 the surviving charities were combined to form Whitchurch United Charities,
which in 1936 gave £10 a year to the nursing association and distributed groceries
at Christmas and coal in January.
From 1967 grocery vouchers were issued instead, until in 2003 it was agreed that
future grants should be made to support local youngsters’ educational costs. Since
2003, many students (or their parents) who live in the ecclesiastical parish of
Whitchurch have been helped to pay for school trips, essential equipment towards
sporting excellence and many other educational pursuits.

‘Brambly Thatch’

CALLING ALL ADVERTISERS!

A Holiday Cottage near
Whitchurch Hill - so handy
when family or friends from
afar come to stay.

The Whitchurch Parish Magazine
is issued four times a year: in
March, June, September and
December and is delivered to
homes in Whitchurch and
Whitchurch Hill. The advertising
rates per annum are: a quarter
page £30, third of a page £40
and a half page £50.

Call Kate or John Hatt on
0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

The Charity would like to ask you to consider leaving a bequest in your will; your
legacy would be to continue the tradition of village charity started in the 1600s and
would enable the trustees to increase the grants they are able to make in future
years.

For more information please
email wendyf21@icloud.com.

If you are interested in leaving a legacy to this historic local Charity and would like
to find out more, please contact Sarah Dixon (The Grant Application Secretary) on
0118 984 4262 or via e-mail whitchurchunitedcharities@gmail.com or by post at
Flint House, Hardwick Road, Whitchurch-on-Thames, RG8 7HH. All enquiries are
treated in strict confidence by the Trustees.
Sally Woolhouse, Chairman

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
18
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Dear Friends,
Many of us will be familiar with the gospelwriter Matthew’s comment on the story of
Jesus’ birth:
‘All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had
said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will
call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).’ (Matthew 1:22-23).
When you take time to think about it, the simple word ‘with’ in the
phrase ‘God with us’ is both profound and powerful. The creator of
the cosmos is not just over and above us, or even all around us, but
came into our world at a particular time in history as one of us, to be
with us. And because of that, because of Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection two thousand years ago, followed by the sending of
God’s Holy Spirit, it is now possible to enjoy life with him.
I’ve been thinking a lot about life with God recently. Author Skye
Jethani has written a book entitled With in which he explains the
contrast between an attitude (he calls it a ‘posture’) of life with God
and the attitudes of life under, over, from or for God. There isn’t the
space to go into the detail here, but the main difference is that all of
the other ways of approaching life see God as a means to an end, but
in life with God, God himself is our goal, our treasure. In true life with
God, we want to enjoy God for who he is, not for what we can get
from him. Another author, Dallas Willard, has written of what he
calls ‘interactive’ or ‘conversational’ life with God. God is not just
present with us, but ready to be involved in our lives every day. Or
perhaps it would be better to say that he invites us every day to be
involved in his life, partnering with him as he reaches out to heal and
restore the people and the world he has made.
Are we ready to live that kind of life with God? It is not a life that
comes easily in a world full of busyness and distraction. We can’t
make happen by ourselves, but God won’t force it on us either. It is a
life that usually grows slowly, through patient prayer and listening
4

Goring Chamber Choir presents
‘O Magnum Mysterium’ – an Epiphany concert
Saturday 8th January 2021 at 3:00 pm
St Thomas’ Church, Goring
The beautiful ‘O Great Mystery’ text describes the new-born Jesus
lying in a manger among the animals and the adoration of the
blessed Virgin. Three very different settings of this ancient text by
Byrd, the contemporary Venezuelan composer Carrillo and Morten
Lauridsen form the pillars around which Goring Chamber Choir’s
Epiphany concert is built. Alongside these settings is some deeply
emotional Epiphany music from the
Orthodox tradition, and
joyful carols about Mary and the three kings, including the
atmospheric The Three Kings by Healey Willan and Cornelius’ wellloved Three Kings from Persian lands afar. Organist Steve Bowey
will also play lively carols for all to join in.
Music Director: Frances Brewitt-Taylor
Accompanist: Steve Bowey
Tickets £10 or £5 for students in full time education
obtain from Inspiration, Goring,
or from tickets@goringchamberchoir.org.uk
or from a choir member,
or on the door if available
http://www.goringchamberchoir.org.uk/

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us at the Old Stables on Tuesday,
21st December between 10.30am and 12
noon for our Coffee Morning Christmas
Special with mulled wine & mince pies .
All welcome!
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The Magic of Christmas, a poem by Tom Krause
“Joy to the World,” the carollers sang out
As last minute shoppers scurried about,
Desperately seeking that one special gift
That would give Christmas morning a magical lift.
As an old man stood standing, listening to the song,
Midst all the madness of the bustling throng,
In a shaky, hoarse voice he began to join in
Singing the words of the famous old hymn.
One by one people stopped with their madness
To join with the old man for a moment of gladness.
By the time the carollers finished with singing the song,
The whole throng was united as they all sang along.
As if by magic from out of the sky
Church bells rang out from a chapel near by.
And when it was over the people greeted each other
With messages of good will they shared with one another.
You see, that magical lift the shoppers sought for so long,
Was not in the buying or scurrying along.
That magical gift so desperately sought
Was the Spirit of Christmas ‐ which could never be bought.
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and paying attention to God. It is a life, I must confess, that I often
feel only on the edge of, looking from a distance at what might be
possible. It is also a life best pursued alongside others who are also
seeking deeper friendship with God. The church at its best is a community of people doing just that: seeking deeper friendship with God
and sharing that friendship with others. As we prepare to celebrate
‘God with us’ this Christmas, my hope and prayer is that we might
know more and more of life with God in the year to come. Watch
this space in future magazines for further thoughts on how we might
do this together!
Every blessing
James

Praise for the Ordinariness of Christmas, by Caryl Micklem
Heavenly Father,
We give you praise for the ordinariness of Christmas –
that the day comes the same as any other day.
We give you praise that there is no sign in the heavens, and no bright
star but the light of your presence in the ordinary birth of the child.
We give you praise that unobtrusively you are in the centre of human
affairs, involved in the struggle of life, and sharing human experience.
We give you praise that out of compassion you take our part, and
open to us a new way of life. We pray that this day we shall be able to
see its true glory. Amen
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Our vision statement:

We seek to be a worshipping family, looking outwards
to bless our community with the love of Christ.
+++++++

DIARY DATES
NOVEMBER
Sun 28th
9.30am at St John’s Special Advent Service for All Ages.
DECEMBER
Thurs 2nd 2-4pm and 7-9pm Crafty Knit & Stitch at the Old Stables (first
Thursday of every month.)
Sat 4th
10.30am -12.30pm Art Café in Aid of Friends of St Mary’s and
St John’s.
Sun 5th
9.30am Parish Communion service at St Mary’s.
Tues 7th
10.30am-12 noon every week Community Coffee Morning at
the Old Stables. More information from Susan Scearce
Wed 8th 8-9.15pm Compline Prayer Group on Zoom. (See p.).
Thurs 9th 10-11.30am Ladies Bible Study every 2nd and 4th Thursday.
2-5pm Afternoon Tea and Cakes at Whitchurch Village Hall.
8pm Parish Council Meeting in Whitchurch Village Hall.
Sat 11th
10am -3pm Bozedown Alpacas Open Farm Day. See What’s
On page of village website for details.
Sun 12th
5pm at St John’s: Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, followed
by mulled wine and mince pies in Goring Heath Parish Hall.
Sat 18th
Community Carol Singing at the Ferryboat - in the car park,
weather permitting - time to be decided.
Sun 19th
9.30am Service of the Word at St Mary’s.
Tues 21st 10.30—12 noon at The Old Stables Community Coffee
Morning with mulled wine and mince pies.
Christmas Eve 2pm Christingle at St John’s.
4.30pm Christingle at St Mary’s.
9pm Christmas Night Communion at St John’s.
Christmas Day 9.30am Christmas All Age Service with Communion at
St Mary’s.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has forced the world to look at how we have
been living and operating, when so much of what was considered
‘normal’ was not possible. We have been confronted by our
behaviour: by our sin; our greed; our human fragility; our exploitation
of the environment and encroachment on the natural world. For
many this uncertainty is new. But many more around the world have
been living with uncertainty for decades as the grim, real and present
consequence of climate change. To think it is a problem of the future
rather than a scourge of the present is the blind perspective of the
privileged.” The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby
Bishop Oliva’s recent sermon on climate change is available at https://
www.oxford.anglican.org/young-christian-climate-sermon-bishop-olivia/ It
included a number of principles that each of us can hold:
•

•

•

To consume in moderation. To think about, how much is enough?
How much do I need? as opposed to want, knowing how much I am
conditioned to want what I do not need.
To be farsighted, to keep the far distant future in sight – the future
of my children and grandchildren and their grandchildren– so that I
will see the effects of my actions, or the consequences of my
inactions now.
Not to lose hope. We can do this if we act now. If we act personally,
locally, nationally and globally, and if we each play our part – the
part we have been given, in this planetary drama which is being
played out principally in the next decade.

Bishop Olivia said: “The pledges made in the first days of this conference
are good, but we need to hold our leaders to account on delivery”. That is
something we will all have to do.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

JANUARY 2022
Sat 1st
ART CAFÉ CLOSED. Happy New Year! See you on 8th January.
Sun 30th
10.30am Team Service at St John’s, Stoke Row.
6

15

The Church involvement
in COP26
The Rt Revd Olivia Graham,
Bishop of Reading, a
member of the Church of
England’s Environment
Working Group, was at the
COP26 summit among the
many Christian people and
organisations lobbying and
praying in Glasgow.
“The Anglican Communion
is helping to give a voice to vulnerable communities during the COP 26
summit in Glasgow” said Bishop Olivia “Leaders from all faiths are on the
same page about climate chaos and environmental crises, when we focus
on something as big as this, our differences fall into perspective.” “With
tens of millions of members across 165 countries, the Anglian Communion brings a global perspective to the conference that’s untainted by
national interests. One of the many benefits of an Anglican presence here is
giving voice to the plight of the small island states, which are already
becoming slowly submerged by rising sea levels.”

The Friends of St. Mary’s and St. John’s
On October 9th, after a break of nearly two years, the Friends of St
Mary’s and St. John’s held a social event in the Goring Heath Parish
Hall. The evening was very well-supported, with 45 people present.
They enjoyed the evening learning about the history of wine making in
Britain, why wine bottles have dents in the bottom, why 75cl is the
normal amount in a bottle of wine, and that it doesn’t matter what
wine you drink with what food as long as you are enjoying it! We had
four different cheeses: Stilton, Wensleydale, Camembert and a soft
Goat’s Cheese with crackers, which accompanied three white and
three red wines. There was a raffle, and beautiful flower arrangements on each table. The Friends re-entry into the social calendar of
the village was a well organised event and a very enjoyable evening.
Special thanks must go to Sally Woolhouse for her meticulous
planning. The evening raised just over £600 - after expenses - and the
money will be contributed towards the maintenance, preservation
and improvement of the two church buildings in our Parish, and their
churchyards. This is for the benefit of current and future generations
of Whitchurch and Whitchurch Hill.

The faith groups were lobbying around climate finance justice to prioritise a
new and additional finance mechanism for climate-related loss and damage
(money to help people who are already losing their homes, loved ones and
livelihoods as a direct result of climate impacts), and to put an end to all
use of public money to subside fossil fuels.

At the end of October there were two working parties in the churchyards of both St. Mary’s and St. John’s, and good progress was made
in the never ending job of tidying up these areas. Further working
parties are planned and the dates are included below.

The faith groups briefing on climate justice is available at
https://makecopcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Faiths-briefingcombined-FINAL.pdf

Future events and dates for your diaries:-

The Anglican Communion’s COP26 Policy position is available at
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/462688/ACC_COP26-PolicyBrief-Climate-Resilience-and-Just-Financing_211026.pdf
and the Joint Faiths Statement at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/
holy-see-faith-and-science-an-appeal-for-cop26
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•
•
•

January 15th 2022 at 10am, working party in St. Mary’s churchyard.
January 22nd at 10am, working party in St. John’s churchyard.
January 29th at 3pm, Friends AGM in The Old Stables.

Paul Witcher
Chairman of The Friends
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WOTsing Choir
WOTsing is the community choir for Whitchurch-on-Thames and
Whitchurch Hill. It was formed after several people said how much they
enjoyed the carols in the Ferryboat car park and that it would be good to
have something similar at other times. So WOTsing was formed. It is not a
performing choir and members do not have to be able to read music, to
take an audition or even to sing in tune! It is simply for people who enjoy
singing. We meet once a month in St John’s church, Whitchurch Hill, but we
are not in any sense a church choir. We sing songs from the shows, folk
songs, pop songs, the occasional well-known hymn, but the most important
is that we enjoy singing, have fun and lots of laughter, and go home feeling
happier than when we arrived!

Advent and Christmas Services

28th November
5th December

And we now have a wonderful new accompanist: Gill Painter has joined us.
We always meet on the first Thursday of the month 7.30 – 9pm. Dates as
follows:
December 2nd
January 6th
February 3rd
March 3rd
If you would like to join or find out more about the choir, please contact
Geraldine on wotsing2018@gmail.com

12th December

9.30am
St John’s
9.30am
St Mary’s
5pm
St John’s

Special Advent Service
for All Ages
Parish Communion
Service of Lessons and
Carols (booking required,
contact Rev’d James via
email or phone)

19th December
24th December

25th December
26th December

9.30am
Advent Carols
St Mary’s
2pm
Christingle at St John’s
4.30pm
Christingle at St Mary’s
9pm
Christmas Night
St John’s
Communion
9.30am
Christmas All Age Service
St Mary’s
with Communion
NO SERVICE IN WHITCHURCH.
See www.langtreechurches.org for
services in the Langtree Team

For a weekly update on what’s going on at the church, sign up for the
Vicar’s email - contact James at jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com
8
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Weekly Wednesday Evening Compline Prayer Group

In Loving Memory

You are warmly invited to join our weekly Zoom prayer group on
Wednesday evenings, commencing at 8pm and winding up at around
9pm. We follow the traditional Compline service of Evening Prayer,
forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said before retiring for the night. There is a set Psalm, Old and
New Testament readings, something thought-provoking and prayer
requests. There is a chance for an informal chat at the end. Please call
or email Peter for more information, or to be added to the mailing list
for meeting sign-up details. You do not have to live in Whitchurch to be
part of the gathering – indeed several people join us from further
afield, and all are welcome.

On 7th November a service was held at St John’s to remember our
loved ones no longer with us. Just under 30 people attended this
very moving service which included music, readings, prayers and an
address by Rev James.

Mobile: 07557 383634

On entering the church people wrote down the names of those they
wished to remember, which were then read out during the service.
Before the end of the service we were then invited to light tea lights in
memory of those departed.
Angi Simpson

Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com

A friendly group of local women meet over a
cup of coffee in members’ houses on the 2nd
and 4th Thursday mornings of the month from
10 to 11.30am to read and discuss a variety of
books and Bible passages. For more information please call Geraldine (984 4959) or
Wendy (984 1262). You are very welcome to
come along for a taster session before deciding
whether you would like to join the group.
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Space Makers: the contemplative toolkit for schools to help tackle
growing mental health crisis.

The Diocese of Oxford has launched a new contemplation and reflection
toolkit for school pupils and teachers across the region. Space Makers,
accessible to children of all faiths and worldviews, is founded on ancient
pathways and practices of meditation and prayer that have resourced, benefitted and healed Christians for generations.
The Space Makers Contemplative Toolkit was developed in response to the
growing mental health crisis among young people as a way of encouraging a
time of daily reflection away from the pressures of school and society. The
Children’s Society recently reported 12% of children have low wellbeing and
a quarter of a million were struggling to cope with changes as a result of the
pandemic.
The Toolkit was piloted in Goring on Thames Church of England Primary
School. Ailsa Tooling, a Year 6 Teacher in the school explains how Space
Makers helps her pupils navigate the world around them:
“When the whole of education sometimes seems to be about targets and
results and pressure, Space Makers gives students the chance just to be,
rather than do.
“I feel that the children leaving Goring CE Primary School, through this
experience, are more whole. We’ve given them techniques they can use for
life. These children are better prepared for what’s coming next.”
Listen to Ailsa talking more about Space Makers toolkit.
10

The Reverend Charlie Kerr, School Chaplaincy Adviser, Diocese of Oxford
who has led this project said
“I am excited to see the transformation Space Makers can create for pupils
and staff in our schools. The growing pressures on young people and the
impact of the pandemic on the mental health of the nation demonstrate a
need for better understanding of and support for mental health.
“Valuing and caring for children and young people is at the heart of Jesus’
teaching. Providing space and time for contemplation and self-reflection is
just one of the many ways we can nurture the next generation.”
Five contemplative practices
Pilots of the toolkit at several church schools in the diocese have demonstrated that including a short ten-minute period of contemplation and selfreflection into daily school life has a decidedly beneficial effect on the wellbeing, flourishing and mental health of pupils and staff.
The toolkit focuses on the five key practices, one for each day of the school
week, of Stilling, Noticing, Dwelling, Mending and Blessing. These practices
include the use of a simplified form of Ignatian and Examen spiritual
practices and explore:
•
becoming aware of one’s surroundings and oneself,
•
recognising the absence and presence of faith hope and love in
different moments of life,
•
listening and finding meaning in the words of the Bible,
•
seeking the forgiving and healing of oneself and others,
•
discerning how oneself can be a blessing to others.
Space Makers complements the Prayer Spaces in Schools programme. It
embeds prayer and reflection into school life for the whole year. The toolkit
is designed in an easily accessible way enabling pupils to run the sessions
themselves and share reflections with their peers.
Dates of Parochial Church Council (PCC) meetings during 2022
These will take place on Monday evenings at 8pm in The Old Stables
meeting room on the following dates: 10 January, 28 March, 9 May, 11
July, 26 September and 7 November. The Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM) will be held in April, date to be confirmed. More
details in the February issue of the Parish Magazine.
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