March to May 2020
CHURCH SERVICES at ST MARY’S and ST JOHN’S
1st Sunday of the month:

9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's

2nd Sunday of the month: 11am

Family Communion at St John's

3rd Sunday of the month:

9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's

4th Sunday of the month:

8am
11am
6pm

Holy Communion at St Mary's
All Age Worship at St John's
Evening Prayer at St Mary's

5th Sundays: 10 .30am Team Service in one of the Team churches.
Coffee and biscuits are served after the 9.30 and 11am Parish and Family
Communion services, as well as after the AAW service.

St Mary the Virgin

The Parish Magazine
for

Whitchurch
and

Whitchurch Hill

During the vacancy from mid September members of the Langtree
Team will cover services in Whitchurch, but inevitably there will be
occasional changes to the present schedule. Check the Church page
of the village website whitchurchonthames.com for the up-to-date
situation.

For more information see pew sheets or contact the Churchwardens,
(details on previous page). You can also view this Parish Magazine on the
Church link of the village website, at the above address.
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St John the Baptist

Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd. Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch-on-Thames Pre-School, we aim to provide children with a
happy, safe and stimulating learning environment, in which they feel included,
secure and valued, whilst learning through play.

• We’re Ofsted rated GOOD.
• The pre-school is situated in an idyllic village location, with links to
Whitchurch Primary School.
• Children can join us from 2 years 6 months.
• Hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Thursday, and 8.30am to
12.15pm on Friday.

Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778 baker_kenneth2@sky.com

Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).
Honorary Secretary: vacant

Spaces available from September.
For further information please contact Kathleen or Liz on 0118 984 4516 or
check out our website at www.whitchurchpreschool.org

Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk
Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the June issue is Wednesday, 13th May.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December.
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Whitchurch-on-Thames Sports
& Remedial Massage Therapist

‘Brambly Thatch’

Here are some of the many benefits
from having a deep tissue massage:

A Holiday Cottage near Whitchurch Hill
- so handy when family or friends from afar come to stay.

Remedial
- releases muscle tension & pain
- improves muscle recovery time
- boosts immune system
- increases joint mobility and range of
movement

Call Kate or John Hatt on 0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

Additional Benefits
- reduces stress
- lowers blood pressure
- increases blood circulation and
lymph flow
- heightens mental alertness
- improves posture and skin tone
For further information please contact

K Aitchison on
H. 0118 9844462
M. 07710 975150
E. theaitchisons@hotmail.com

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
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Our Vision Statement:
We seek to be a worshipping family, looking outwards to
bless our community with the love of Christ.
+++++++

DIARY DATES
MARCH
Tues 3rd

10.30am-12 noon, and weekly during term-time, Community
Coffee Morning, the Old Stables. Contact Susan Scearce 984 2004.
Wed 4th
12.15-2pm first of four Lent Lunches in the Old Stables (see p.12).
Fri 6th
6.30pm World Day of Prayer Service at Peppard (see p.5).
Sat 7th
10.30am-12.30pm Art Café at the Old Stables in aid of the
Friends of St Mary’s and St John’s.
Thurs 12th 10-11.30am Ladies Bible Study every 2nd and 4th Thursday contact Wendy on 0118 984 1262 for details.
2-4pm & 7-9pm weekly Crafty Knit & Stitch at the Old Stables.
Sat 28th
2.30-4pm Goring Heath & Whitchurch Spring Show at Goring
Heath Parish Hall.
Sun 29th
4pm Choral Team Service with Bishop Colin at St John’s,
followed by refreshments in Goring Heath Parish Hall.
APRIL
Sat 4th
10.30am -12.30pm Art Café at the Old Stables in aid of Church
funds.
Sun 5th
10.30am Annual Parish Church Meeting at the Old Stables (p.10)
Thurs 9th 8pm Maundy Thursday Team Service, details tbc in pew sheets.
Fri 10th
2pm Good Friday Stations of the Cross at St Mary’s.
Sun 12th
11am Easter Day Communion Service at St John’s.

A friendly group of women continue to meet on
the 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings of the
month from 10 to 11.30am in members’ homes
to read and discuss a variety of books and Bible
passages over a cup of coffee. New members
are very welcome; or why not come along for a
taster session?
For more information, give Wendy a ring on
0118 984 1262.

WoTSING CHOIR
We continue to meet on the first Thursday of the month at St John’s,
Whitchurch Hill from 7.30-9pm. The format is singing, tea/coffee and chat,
then more singing. We look forward to seeing you there!
For more information contact wotsing2018@gmail.com.

MAY
Sat 2nd

10.30am-12.30pm Art Café at the Old Stables in aid of The
Friends.
2-6pm Whitfest (Whitchurch fete) on the Village Green.
Fri 8th-Mon 11th Whitchurch and Goring Heath Twinning Association visit
to La Bouille, Normandy.
Sun 10th
3pm Goring Chamber Choir concert at St Thomas’ Church. (p.16)
Sat 23rd
2pm Whitchurch Hill Fete on the Village Green.
.
4
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CALLING ALL STUDENTS
The Secretary of Whitchurch United Charities would like to remind all
families that the Charity has funds available to help meet the costs
associated with educational needs such as books, equipment or educational
trips.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2020
Friday, 6th March, Springwater Congregational Church, Peppard

Eligible students are young people between the ages of 5 and 25 years and
whose permanent residence is within the parish of Whitchurch.
Applications are processed twice a year, with the closing dates being
31st March and 30th September. However, late applications are considered
if the available funds for the previous 6 month period have not been fully
allocated.
All applications and decisions are treated in strict confidence by the
Trustees.
If you would like to know more, please do contact Sarah Dixon (our Grant
Application Secretary), telephone 0118 984 4262, address: Flint House,
Hardwick Road, Whitchurch-on-Thames, RG8 7HH or e-mail –
whitchurchunitedcharities@gmail.com

Goring Chamber Choir Concert with the Choir of St Thomas’s Church:
‘Classics for Choir and Organ’. Sunday, 10th May at 3pm in St
Thomas’ Church. Music by Palestrina, Byrd Handel, Parry, Bach,
Albinoni and more. http:/www.goringchamberchoir.org.uk/

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by
Christian women who welcome you to join in prayer and action for
peace and justice. It is celebrated annually in over 170 countries on
the first Friday in March.
This year the church service has been prepared by the women of
Zimbabwe and the theme is Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk.
Locally a service will be held at 6.30pm on Friday, 6th March at
Springwater Congregational Church, The Manse, Blounts Court Road,
Peppard, RG9 5EU. All are welcome, and hopefully, there will be a
live web link with Zimbabwe.
Supper will be served after the service.
If you need a lift from Whitchurch, please ring Wendy on 984 1262.

All Age Worship
Come and join us on the fourth Sunday of each month at St John's at
11am. All are very welcome to this shorter informal lay-led service
suitable for children.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Evening Service

This takes place at St. Mary’s at 6pm on the fourth Sunday of each
month. It is supported by a small and faithful congregation. We use
the Book of Common Prayer service and extend a warm welcome to
everyone for a short and contemplative act of worship.
16
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Dear Friends
This little article is to introduce me to you as your new Area Dean, and as
you are currently in a vacancy it was thought that you might like to hear
from me rather than have a blank page in your magazine!! What follows is
something that I wrote for my Benefice for January (but I have amended it
slightly as I was talking about Christmas) and I wondered if you might find
the article helpful at this time as you continue to prayerfully look for a new
priest.

.

Time certainly does fly, Christmas and New Year are already in the distant
past and Lent is just around the corner. The key events of the church and
family life seem to come round quicker and quicker each year, (is that
because I am getting older?) and we seem to try and cram more and more
into our lives each year as time marches on unabated.
But, is that what we should really be doing? Surely it is we ourselves who
choose to be busy? and that if we chose to do less, then we certainly could
do less.
There is an old, but true saying, that is you want something done then give it
to a busy person, and they will ensure that the task is completed on time –
and often before it is required. I am never too sure why this is the case, but
it is true, and I know that when I am at my busiest, I can do much more work
than in the quiet times.
But what is work? and what is it that a Priest should be doing?
These are questions that the some of my clergy friends, from around the
country, and I have been looking at over the last year (2019), and it may, or
may not surprise you that all of us had a different view on what it is that God
calls us to do in our working week.
There follows just a few of the things that we came up with:
1. Sacramental, incorporating Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist – feeding,
preaching, teaching, reconciliation, anointing, forgiving and healing.
2. Ordination – setting apart – but involved with the people.
3. Capable and willing to respond.
4. Visible.
5. A Priest of ALL believers (i.e. we are there for everybody).
6. Saving souls.
7. Listener for everybody.
8. Leadership – but others might do this better.
9. Reflector of Christ in the world.
6
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Prayer for Good Friday
When our faith
stands at the grave,
grieving
for a stone that's rolled away,
forgive us.
When our faith
is short of
understanding
though the truth is there to
see,
forgive us.
When our faith,
beset by doubt, sees
no further
than an empty tomb today,
forgive us.
Bring to mind
the cry of Mary,
‘I have seen the Lord!'
and grant us faith to believe! Faith and Worship

10. Legal role – needs to be open to change – Canon Law can be changed –
but takes time
11. Support of the community.
12. Outward visible sign of an inward invisible grace – a priest should
reflect that.
13. Person of prayer.
14. A person who can reflect on the world in which we live.
15. Study the word of God.
These are just a few of the ‘things’ that we came up with, but I did wonder
what you thought?
What do you think that your Priest should be doing? and how do you support them in that task?
If you do have any ideas, then I would really like to hear from you, and your
thoughts might help you as you look forward to a new priest joining you.
We are, as a church, having to face a future of fewer stipendiary clergy and
it is therefore becoming vital that our Priests are used properly, and that
others take on the tasks that can support the ministry of Christ in our local
community.
Perhaps Lent will be a really good time to be thinking about this? perhaps
not? but it is an issue that will not go away and as you are currently in a
vacancy it would be an interesting question for you to ponder on.
It would also be good for you to reflect on what you do to represent the
church in your daily lives, and how you might be able to be more Christlike
in the future.
Robert

.
The Revd Robert Thewsey,
Rector of the united benefice of
Shiplake and Dunsden with Harpsden cum Bolney, is the
new Area Dean of the Henley Deanery, having recently
taken over from the Revd Linda Smith, incumbent at
Woodcote. Our parish sends a representative to be part of
the Deanery Synod which meets several times a year.
Robert came to his parish in 2016 having previously worked
with a team of eight parishes in Cornwall. Before training
for the ministry Robert had a career in banking.
The editors would like to take this opportunity to welcome Revd John Blair and
his wife Jean to the Langtree Team Ministry as John takes up his House for Duty
post looking after the parishes of Ipsden and North Stoke.
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THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S & ST JOHN’S, WHITCHURCH
(an independent charity)
I am pleased to report that the Friends’ project for improvements to
St John’s Churchyard has now been completed. The contract work to
clean, repair and paint the railings on the main road cost £2,700. This
was supplemented by three volunteer workdays and considerable
individual volunteer effort. At last, we have a clear view of the church
building and the churchyard from the road.
To keep things that way, there will always be a need to avoid new
growth of brambles etc. This work will continue with further workdays at St John’s on the 28th and 29th March.
The St Mary’s Church clock has settled down and is working normally
– just as it was 100 years ago!
With regard to further significant projects, the Friends Trustees are in
discussion with the Whitchurch Parochial Church Council on developments for St Mary’s and St John’s.
We are currently planning events for 2020 and we hope to include a
flower festival, a social evening including a talk on a local subject in
September and our annual music evening in October. Dates to be
advised shortly.
The Friends will be running the ArtCafe at the Old Stables on
Saturdays 7th March, 2nd May and 4th July.

WHO ARE LAUNCHPAD?
Launchpad is Reading’s leading homelessness prevention charity,
providing vital information and support for individuals, couples and
families who are homeless or are at risk of losing their home.
Founded as a soup kitchen in 1979 by students at the University of
Reading, they now provide supported housing for those in need;
prevent homelessness by helping people overcome housing related
challenges before they get worse; and rebuild lives with a range of
therapeutic activities, and support with education, training and
employment. In 2018/19, they helped over 1,400 people in Reading
to get back on their feet.
In celebration of the charity’s 40th birthday, they are asking Reading’s
community to help them raise £80,000 so they can open Reading’s
first work and life skills centre so that vulnerable people can leave
homelessness behind for good.
On 11th March, one of the ambassadors for Launchpad will be joining
us for the Lent lunch that day. She will be on hand to answer your
questions about the charity and the work they do.
Please do come along to some or all of the lunches to enjoy a simple
meal of soup, bread & cheese and to support Launchpad and our
church with your kind donations.

Our thanks again to the many volunteers for making all these events
and projects happen.
If you are not already a member of the Friends and would like to join,
do get in touch with me.
Keith Williams, Chairman
Tel:- 0118 984 1139
Email:- keithc.williams@btinternet.com
February 2020
8
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These will take place at the Old Stables, High Street,
Whitchurch-on-Thames between 12.15 and 2pm
on the following four Wednesdays:

March 4th 11th 18th and 25th
Come and join us for a simple bread and soup lunch.
Your donations will support Launchpad, a local charity,
and Church funds.

St John’s Churchyard before and after work was carried out
to cut back the overgrown hedge and to clean, repair and
paint the railings.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (APCM)

Langtree Team Churches 7-11 Holiday Club

The 2020 APCM will take place in the Old Stables on Sunday, 5th April
at 10.30am after a shortened Morning Prayer service at St Mary’s.

This year’s Langtree Team Churches Holiday Club takes place on Thursday
28th and Friday 29th May from 10am to 3.30pm (registration from 9.45) in
Woodcote Village Hall. This Club, run by members of the Langtree Team
churches, is open to all children in the Langtree area who are aged between
7 and 11 years (they must be 7 on or by 28th May 2020 and we cannot
accept responsibility for any child who is not). Cost: £10.00 per day for the
first child in a family and £5.00 per day for a sibling (no charge if parent on
State Benefit). This year the theme will be ‘Journeys of Discovery’ and
activities will include games, music, drama, art and craft and cooking.

The meeting is for all those who attend our churches on a regular
basis; only those who are on the Electoral Roll of the Church may
vote. After the meeting we shall be serving drinks and nibbles.
The meeting appoints the Churchwardens, Sidespersons and
members of the Parochial Church Council. Other business that takes
place is reports from the Treasurer on the two Churches’ financial
situation, a report on the state of the fabric of our two buildings and
reports from other groups in our Church life.
It is also the time to consider whether you could offer your ideas and
experience by standing for the PCC. Please speak to the Churchwardens (contact details on page 19) if you would be willing to serve
our parish in this way.

Further details of Holiday Club will be available on the registration forms
which will be available from the Langtree Team Churches during May. You
can also register children at the Holiday Club but a parental signature is
required. Please send the children with their own packed lunch.

Ken Baker and Sue Matthews, Churchwardens
Diocese of Oxford new LGBTI+ Chaplaincy Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Partnership for Missional Church
Over the last few months a small group has been thinking
about Hospitality. How we offer hospitality as individuals and as a
church and how we experience hospitality when provided by others,
both people we know well and relative strangers. We have continued
to think about “partners for peace”- people with whom we share
interests and concerns and with whom we can work in the service of
others. After the APCM the group will share its reflections so far and
lead a short discussion, which we hope will contribute to future
thinking about the development of the church. There will then be an
opportunity to spend some social time together.
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The diocese has set up a new chaplaincy service for LGBTI+ people,
their families and friends. It offers non-judgmental listening and support, and prayerful affirmation and is a safe and confidential space
for anyone over 18 years old who has questions, concerns, or pastoral
needs relating to issues of gender or sexuality.
The service also aims to learn from the insights of LGBTI+ people
about being church together. It is an initiative of the Bishop’s staff of
the Diocese, who are committed to this service providing the highest
standard of pastoral care across the whole church and in the best
traditions of the ministry of chaplaincy.
For more information go to https://www.oxford.anglican.org/missionministry/lgbti-chaplaincy-service/
LGBTI+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Intersex'
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