ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES IN THE LANGTREE TEAM
Each Sunday there are Zoom services from churches in the Langtree
Team and the details of these can be found on the Langtree
Ministry website: http://langtreechurches.org/sunday-services/
Revd. Kevin Davies updates the service information each week and
gives meeting IDs and passcodes. If you want to invite family or
friends to join too, that’s no problem as you don’t have to be based
locally. All visitors warmly welcome. The services are familyfriendly, varied in style and content and offer imaginative forms of
worship. Give them a try!
At the time of writing no services are being held in our Team
churches due to the second lockdown, so all services are via Zoom
until further notice. Check the Langtree Team Ministry website for
any changes to this arrangement and keep an eye on your email
inbox for updates from Rev’d James as well as looking at church
notice boards.
By the time you read this we shall be having our own Zoom
Sunday services in Whitchurch at 11am, led by Rev’d James from
St Mary’s House. And St Mary’s continues to be open for private
prayer and quiet reflection on Sundays from 9am to 1pm and on
Wednesdays from 1 to 4pm.
You can also join the live-streamed Diocesan service which is held
at 10am each Sunday and is available to watch later in the day or
during the week if that suits you better. Remember to click the play
button to start the service.
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Officers of the Parish
Team Rector:
Revd. Canon Kevin Davies, The Rectory, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0SR.
01491 680252. revkevdavies-langtree@yahoo.co.uk
At Whitchurch-on-Thames Pre-School, we aim to provide children with a
happy, safe and stimulating learning environment, in which they feel included,
secure and valued, whilst learning through play.

• We’re Ofsted rated GOOD.
• The pre-school is situated in an idyllic village location, with links to
Whitchurch Primary School.
• Children can join us from 2 years 6 months.
• Hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Thursday, and 8.30am to
12.15pm on Friday.
Spaces available from September.
For further information please contact Kathleen or Liz on 0118 984 4516 or
check out our website at www.whitchurchpreschool.org

The Caring Physio
Personalised Home Physiotherapy – Treating you at home.
Treating you like family.
We offer a free first session with our physiotherapist. We will
meet you in your home to get to know you and identify your
issues and concerns. We carry out a full assessment and
develop a personalised treatment package to help you achieve
your goals. Helping you recover after a fall, a joint replacement,
back pain, stroke rehabilitation and other musculoskeletal pain.
Offering sports massage, acupuncture, exercise, guidance
and advice.
will@thecaringphysio.co.uk
07393351159

Team Vicar:
Revd. James Leach, St Mary’s House, High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading RG8 7DF. 0118 976 5905. jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6FQ.
0118 943 2778. baker_kenneth2@sky.com
Sue Matthews, 2 Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames, Reading,
RG8 7PX. 0118 984 4489. suematt@waitrose.com
Verger:
Kenneth Baker (contact details above).

Honorary Secretary:
Rosemary Pearce, Little Eastfield, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch-on-Thames,
Reading, RG8 7PX. 0118 984 3106. rosemarypearcele@btinternet.com
Honorary Treasurer:
Peter Dragonetti, Covert Cottage, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, Reading,
RG8 7PT. 0118 984 4711. peter@dragonetti.co.uk
Assistant. Treasurer:
Kenneth Baker, 0118 943 2778
Organist and Choirmaster: rota
Contact for the Bell Ringers:
Sue Matthews, 0118 984 4489
Magazine Editorial Team:
Wendy Ferguson, Rosemary Pearce, Angi Simpson.
Correspondence to wendyf21@icloud.com
Copy deadline for the February 2021 issue is Thursday, 14th January.
Whitchurch Parish Magazine is issued four times a year
in March, June, September and December.
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Where does the term Christmas come from
and what does it mean?
Most of us would assume it originates from the word Christ, as the
whole idea of Christmas is to celebrate the birth of Jesus (no, it's
not just about the presents).
To a point that is the case - the word is a shortened form of
"Christ's mass", or "Cristes Maesse" as it was first recorded in
1038. This was followed by the term Cristes-messe in 1131,
according to the The Catholic Encyclopaedia. The term "Christ" or Crīst as it originally read - comes from the Greek word Khrīstos,
a translation of the Hebrew word Messiah, which means
"anointed".
The second part of Christmas - maesse - is a version of the Latin
word missa, the celebration of the Eucharist tradition of eating
bread and drinking wine in memory of Jesus. This is also called
Holy Communion and the Lord's Supper

‘Brambly Thatch’
A Holiday Cottage near
Whitchurch Hill - so handy
when family or friends from
afar come to stay.
Call Kate or John Hatt on
0118 984 3121, or email:
info@bramblythatch.co.uk

Chiltern Domestic Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and servicing for
Hoover, Hotpoint, Zanussi,
Bendix, Indesit & all major brands.
Washing machines, tumble dryers,
electric cookers and dishwashers.
Low call out fee and prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 638146
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Dear Friends,
The Church of England’s Advent and Christmas
theme this year is “Comfort and Joy”. You’ll
probably recognise those words from the chorus
of the carol God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen. The
Christmas “tidings”, the message about the birth
of Jesus, are “tidings of comfort and joy”. And this year, perhaps more
than ever, we need both, don’t we? For some of us, we are especially
in need of comfort. It has been a year of hardship, separation from
loved ones, perhaps, or financial insecurity, the loss of a job, or even
the death of someone close.
We need to hear the comforting message of Jesus who is Emmanuel,
God with us, in the midst of all the pain and suffering of life. And the
Christmas good news is also news of great joy. Jesus has come among
us as a light shining in the darkness, showing us the human face of a
God who is Love. So, Christmas is a time of sadness for some, but also
a time for great celebration. And for all of us, Jesus is both comfort
and joy.
Christmas will inevitably be different this year for us as individuals, as
families and as a church. But it is far from cancelled! As far as church
is concerned, much of what we do together is going to be online and
we are looking for creative ways of making our online services as
engaging, comforting and joyful as possible. As I write this in early
November it is still not clear whether we are going to be able to
gather together in person in significant numbers, as the capacity of
our church buildings is reduced by the need for social distancing. But I
am hopeful that there will be ways that we can do that as well,
perhaps using outdoor spaces.
Check the church noticeboards and the website for service times
nearer the time (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/422/ is
the best place to look). And if you aren’t yet receiving my weekly
email, please contact me at jamesleach.whitchurch@gmail.com and
I’ll add you to the mailing list.
4

. ORDER
BANKER’S
To the Manager ………………………………………………..Bank/ Building Society
Address ………………………………………………………………………………….
Please pay to Whitchurch Parochial Church Council Account
Sort code : 40 / 36 / 03
Account number 40853704
The sum of £…………….( ……………………………………………………………….words)
Every month / quarter / year until further notice commencing
on the ……………..(no.) day of ………………...………..month……………….year.
My account name………………………………………………………
My account number…………………………………………………..
My sort code ……………... /……………./………………….
My address ………………………………………………………………………...……………
…………………………………………………………………………………………...……………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Signed ……………………………………………………………...
Date……………………………………………………………………
_____________________________________________________________

CHANGING A STANDING ORDER
This cancels any other previous instructions in favour of Whitchurch PCC
Next payable on …………../……………/…………...
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Even if you are “confined to quarters” at home it doesn’t mean that
you can’t take part in worship with others during this season. As I’ve
already mentioned, we’ll be having weekly church services online via
Zoom. And for those who find Zoom services inaccessible or daunting,
the national Church of England broadcasts weekly services online (see
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online)
and you can access music, prayers and reflections at any time on the
C of E’s free Daily Hope phone line (0800 804 8044).
Finally, in addition to the BBC’s usual weekly Sunday morning service
on Radio 4 and Songs of Praise on BBC One, look out for special
services on the TV and radio over Christmas.
However you celebrate this Christmas, may you experience God’s
comfort and joy.
The Parish Magazine editorial team wish you all a
Happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy 2021

Every blessing,
James

Weekly Prayer Group
You are invited to join our weekly Zoom prayer group on Wednesday
evenings from 8pm until approximately 9pm. We seek to listen to and
obey the voice of God transformed by the Holy Spirit in a relationship
which offers many blessings.
This is a simple service of Compline led by Peter Ferguson, with
readings, music and prayers and a chance for some informal chat at
the end. Call or email Peter for more information, or to be added to
the mailing list for meeting sign-up details. You don’t have to live in
Whitchurch to be part of the gathering - indeed several people join us
from further afield, and all are welcome.
Mobile: 07557383634. Email: peter@pcfconsultancy.com
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St Mary’s Roof Repair - Emergency repair funding grant
from Historic England

Please complete, copy or tear out and send this page to Kenneth
Baker, contact details on page 14. Thank you.

Our Giving Pledge and Gift Aid Declaration

We are delighted to hear that the PCC has been awarded a grant of
around £16k for a project to repair the roof and guttering at St Mary’s
church. The special one-off fund was set up by Historic England to
help provide skilled craftsmen with work during the coronavirus
pandemic. It was a demanding application process but we will receive
virtually 100% of the cost of the project, which is great news and will
allow the Friends to focus their fundraising on other work.

Under the scheme, new soakers and cement fillets will be installed on
the Chancel and North Aisle. The repair should reduce damp
penetration at numerous locations where the roof meets the walls of
the various parts of the building. The project will also replace the
guttering on the North Aisle and repair and refurbish the remaining
guttering and downpipes. The work will be overseen by our architect,
Richard Oxley of Oxley Conservation in Henley. Part of the grant
requirement is that the work is started quickly so you can expect to
see people working on the project in January and it should take about
2 months to complete. Once the damp problem has been solved the
next task, hopefully, will be to repaint the inside of the church.
Graeme Pearce

The running costs of St Mary’s Whitchurch on Thames and of St
John’s Whitchurch Hill are approximately £3,500 per month. We are
seeking your help in maintaining these beautiful buildings, our
peaceful church yard and our work amongst those who are isolated,
sick or in need.
I intend to give £……..…..

☐

each month / ☐

☐ As a single gift / ☐
each week
each quarter
☐
each year

I would like to make my gifts by :
☐ Standing order

☐

I am interested in leaving a legacy to St Mary’s Whitchurch-onThames or to St John’s Whitchurch Hill
☐
☐ I am a UK tax payer. Please treat all gifts I have made to the PCC
of Whitchurch since 6th April 2012 as Gift Aid donation
Title……………Forenames……………………………………………
Surname………………………………………………………………...
Address…………………………………………………………………………
Postcode……………………….
Signed…………………………………… Date……………………..
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Cheque
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In Lieu of Church Collections
Since we have not been able to hold services in our Churches since the
end of March this year we have had no weekly church collections, this
is impacting on our Church finances.
If you would like to make a financial contribution to our churches you
can make online payments to our Bank Account: Whitchurch PCC at
HSBC - sort code 40-36-03 Account number 40853704. Or by cheque
made payable to Whitchurch PCC and sent to:
Kenneth Baker, 10 Laytom Rise, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6FQ. Email:
baker_kenneth2@sky.com
You can also make a regular contribution by setting up a standing
order with your bank using the same bank details. (See page 15.)
If you are a Tax payer you can Gift Aid any donation from which we are
able to recover 25p in every £1.00 from HM Revenue & Customs.
You may prefer to make an online payment by scanning the QR Code
below to your mobile phone, and this will take you to the “give-alittle” web-page for our churches. Many thanks.

While Shepherds Washed their Socks by Night
As a choir boy I used to sing these words. God is a presence outside
ourselves and a very present help in trouble. This carol was written
by Nahum Tate (1652 to 1715). He was Poet Laureate from 1692 until his death. For a long time it was one of very few carols sung at
Christmas and congregations must have got very bored with it.

It is extraordinary that God shows himself to shepherds. They worked
24/7 and they were the bottom of the social pile. They probably did
not go to the Synagogue and were outcasts. They stank, as did their
socks if they wore any. They were hard men to convince and yet the
Heavens opened for them – not for the regular church attendees.
They came with haste to worship Christ and then made known to
everyone the good news of his birth. They are the first disciples for
God to become man in Palestine. God moves in a mysterious way,
his wonders to perform.
Dalby Landen
A long time resident of Whitchurch, who led Sunday Evening Prayer at St
Mary’s for many years.

Kenneth Baker
Assistant Treasurer and Church Warden
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Holy Child, you come as the true Gift to a world full of presents.
The shops are empty; the Christmas stockings are full. The
Christmas trees could hardly shelter any more presents. And yet
only one Gift is necessary as you steal into our lives and offer
your love. Help us Lord, to recognise that mysterious Gift which
you place in the crib. Give us grace to receive that Gift and be
changed by it. Amen
Prayer from Bishop John’s Intercession Handbook

Why is Christmas shortened to Xmas?
It turns out we've got the Greeks to thank for that. The
word Khrīstos (the origin of the word Christ) appears as "Χριστός"
when written in Greek.
The abbreviation Xmas is based on the first letter - chi, which
appears as X - followed by "mas"; a shortened version of Mass.
There is an alternative theory that the use of Xmas stems from an
attempt by some to remove the religious tradition
from Christmas by removing the word Christ, but its use dates all
the way back to the 16th century.

What does Christmas mean to me?

For a number of years a group of local women have been meeting on
the 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings of the month in each others’
homes from 10 to 11.30am to read and discuss a variety of books
and Bible passages over a cup of coffee. The arrival of Covid-19 has
meant that we now meet via Zoom. We are presently studying the
Psalms (starting with Psalms 1—10), a course prepared by Geraldine
Witcher, which is proving very interesting.
If you would like to join us, or want to know
more, please call Geraldine (984 4959) or
Wendy (984 1262). New members are very
welcome and if you’re not familiar with Zoom
or don’t have internet access, we can work
round that.
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Christmas for me is in two magical parts: anticipation and
preparation for the day, and then the excitement and magic of
Christmas day itself.
I love the anticipation and preparation, considering the gifts to be
given for the family and friends closest to me, what am I going to make
and what am I going to buy, imagining the joy that they will hopefully
bring? Arranging to meet friends that I don’t see frequently, an
opportunity to show my love and care for these people, and all of this
while listening to Christmas Carols, reminding me of the real reason
behind the festival.
Then Christmas Eve arrives and the excitement builds with the anticipation of Father Christmas - have I been a good girl! So far, Father
Christmas has always managed to see the good in me and Christmas
Day has started in a magical way. Then Christmas Day is about family
time, enjoying each other’s company and a celebratory meal. Sharing
stories and laughter to remember for the next year.
Katharine Martin
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A Christmas Poem
BC:AD by U A Fanthorpe
This was the moment when Before
Turned into After, and the future's
Uninvented timekeepers presented arms.
This was the moment when nothing
Happened. Only dull peace
Sprawled boringly over the earth.
This was the moment when even energetic Romans
Could find nothing better to do
Than counting heads in remote provinces.
And this was the moment
When a few farm workers and three
Members of an obscure Persian sect
Walked haphazard by starlight straight
Into the kingdom of heaven.

Messy Church is part of the Bible Reading Fellowship
(BRF), a Registered Charity (233280).

Messy Church at home have lots of ideas for
celebrating Advent and Christmas. How about
making a nativity collage? It’s a great activity - and not only for
children. Making a collage can be a time for quietly drawing yourself
again into the Christmas story.
You will need: paper or card; coloured pens or crayons; glue; different
materials from your home or garden.
Create a wonderful Nativity picture using different materials! Gather
materials from around the home, and enjoy a nature hunt outside to
find natural items such as sticks, stones, soil and leaves. Draw, colour
and stick to make your messy Nativity collage.
Talk about all the different people, animals, textures and smells in the
Nativity story. Can you imagine what it must have been like in the
stable? Talk together about how perfectly messy the Nativity story is
and how from it, we received the best gift ever in Jesus!

For more ideas for Christmas activities with the family go to
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf/Messy%
20Christmas%20at%20home.pdf
12
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Whatever happened to Advent,
or when is the real Christmas season?
I don’t know if you have noticed, but Christmas seems to start earlier
each year, at least as far as the shops are concerned. As soon as
Hallowe’en is out of the way, and often even before, the stores are
full of festive food, gifts and decorations. And every day seems to
bring another fistful of catalogues through the letterbox. Against this
cultural backdrop it’s easy to forget that as far as the church’s
traditional yearly cycle (the ‘liturgical year’) is concerned, the
Christmas season doesn’t begin until midnight on Christmas Eve. The
Twelve Days of Christmas are in fact the days from Christmas Day to
Epiphany (January 6th), during which most of the world is either
sleeping off Christmas or out shopping in the sales (at least in normal
times).
For the church, the weeks leading up to Christmas are the season of
Advent, which is traditionally a time for prayer, thought and reflection
on the first coming of Jesus at Christmas (Advent comes from a Latin
word meaning ‘coming’) and his future return, the so-called Second
Coming. For many of us Advent has
become instead the manic period of
Christmas parties, shopping for presents
and getting things ready for Christmas
Day, but I wonder if it could be different
this year as many of our usual preChristmas activities have been stripped
away.
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Advent will already have begun by the time you read this, but it’s still
possible to make some extra time and space to think, pray and
reflect. It may be as simple as saying a prayer when we open a
window on our Advent calendar or light an Advent candle each day.
Or you may want to invest in a book of Advent reflections to work
through. This year I’m looking forward to reading Jane Williams’ The
Art of Advent (SPCK), which has a visual dimension, focussing on a
different bible-related painting each day.
On a lighter note, and with practical suggestions that children can
engage with as well, take a look at Archbishop of York, Stephen
Cottrell’s little book Let it Slow – An Advent Calendar with a
Difference (Church House Publishing).

And then from Christmas Day to January 2nd, you might want to look
at the Church of England’s Comfort and Joy which is based on the
format of nine lessons and carols and includes contributions from a
variety of writers including both Archbishops, TV vicar Kate Bottley
and actress Sally Phillips. This is available in print as a booklet, but
also in other formats such as email and app (details on the Church of
England website). Whatever you decide to do, how can you make the
most of Advent in 2020 and then keep reflecting on into the
Christmas season after Christmas Day?
James Leach
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