
rom Ancient Greece to the scorched
Nazca Plains in Southern Peru, all
societies have left their mark on the
landscape in the form of mazes or

labyrinths. They are the mythical thread
binding ancient and modern cultures.

The brick maze here in our beautiful village
of Whitchurch-on-Thames was designed and
turned into reality by local resident, Nick
Brazil. He came up with the original idea in
2003.  The first turf was cut on Easter
Saturday 2004 by Geoff Weir, Chairman of
the Parish Council, and the maze was
officially opened on 27th June 2004.

The maze, which measures 21.3 metres in
diameter, was designed to blend in and
enhance the lovely open meadow site. The
bricks were laid in trenches so that they were
flush with the ground, making it easy to
maintain. 

tart at the ‘footprint’ plaque and follow
the short pathway which leads you
into the outermost of the five

concentric circles. Keeping to the narrow
pathways delineated by the bricks, you must
choose a route which leads you into the
linking path to the next circle. 

There are some ‘stop ends’ at which you
should not cheat and step across – turn
back and go another way!  Proceed in this
way until you reach the fifth and smallest
circle and from there you can enter the
central circle with the Human Sundial as its
focal point.

As you make your journey to the centre, you
will pass many engraved bricks.  There are
some with quotations, others which may
puzzle you, and many with names. Most
names are of local residents both past and
present, and a variety of pets. The
remainder are local organisations and

ere is an explanation of some of the
sayings, quotations, greetings and
puzzles carved on the maze bricks:

At the entrance

The two footprints that mark the entrance to
our Maze are also the signature of Nick Brazil
its originator.

“Tread softly because you tread upon my
dreams” is a quotation from the poem called
“He Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven” by the
Irish poet William Butler Yeats (1865-1939). 

“Tempus Fugit Velut Umbra” is a Latin saying
often found inscribed on clocks and sundials
and means “Time passes like a shadow”. 

Look to your right….

….. and you will see Namaste a traditional
greeting most commonly associated with the
Indian subcontinent. The simplicity of this
ancient Sanskrit word disguises a wealth of
meaning: 
“I honour the place in you where the 
entire universe resides.
I honour the place in you of love, of light, 

his special feature at the centre of the Maze
has been designed and set out for the exact
latitude and longitude of the site (51.300 N

1.050 W).  The installation is aligned to True North,
not Magnetic North, so that it works correctly.  It
consists of the ‘date-scale’ which is the large
rectangular plinth and a semi-circle of hour markers
in Roman numerals.  The date-scale has twelve
initials representing the months of the year, laid out
as follows:-

Stand on the appropriate month initial on
the date-scale, close to the centre line,
and your shadow (if the sun is shining!)
will fall on the correct time on the hour-
markers.  It is set to British Summer Time
and so is correct from the beginning of
April to the end of October.  For the winter
months, you will need to subtract one
hour from the given time. The winter
months’ initials are formed in pebbles,
contrasting with the flints used for the
summer months.

The project was carried out under the
auspices of the Whitchurch Society, the
village amenity group. The named bricks
were sponsored by individuals and local
groups.  They were engraved by The Angle
and Squint Co. of Stevenage, Herts. The BT
Community Champions scheme made a
grant, and a local resident made a generous
donation.  All the work was undertaken by
volunteers from the village.  Peter
Woolhouse laid all 2,650 bricks as well as
working with Nick on the detailed plans.

A restoration project was initiated by the
Parish Council and the Whitchurch Society in
2013 to replace some of the bricks that had
been damaged by frost. The community were
invited to sponsor more named bricks and
approximately 160 additional names have
been added in this second phase, whilst
retaining the original layout of the maze.

names of ‘friends’ of the Maze from far and
wide. When you make your way back out
from the centre, do not retrace your steps!
There is an alternative route for your exit,
but you should finally exit at the footprints.

Before you leave the meadow, take some
time to enjoy the surroundings, especially
the wild flowers and grasses, and also the
trees and variety of birds and insects which
abound in this tranquil spot.

of truth, of peace.
I honour the place within you, where, 
if you are in that place in you,
And I am in that place in me; 
there is only one of us.”

Look to your left….

….where you will find Miyatuke Oyasin, an
equally profound greeting engraved on a
brick. This is a saying from the Lakota Sioux
Indian Nation in North America and
translated reads “We are all related.” This
means that we are all inter-related with not
only one another as humans but all the
living beings on Earth whether they are
animals, insects, trees or plants.
These two bricks were sponsored by
Joanne de Nobriga.

A little further to the left of the entrance is a
brick with the words “Go To Jail” which is a
command to visit the most famous prison in
North America if not the world. In reality this
is many thousands of miles from
Whitchurch but is only a few steps from the
entrance of the maze. Travel due south and
you will find it!

And finally, near the centre of
the Maze….

…. is a brick with 1066 engraved on it. This
marks one of the most significant dates in
Our History when we were last invaded. It
was the watershed year marking the
replacement of Saxon with Norman England.

Also near the centre is a brick engraved with
the Greek word for fish and a fish symbol.
The word translates to ‘Icthus’. In Greek, the
letters stand as an acrostic for ‘Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Saviour’.

The fish is a symbol that was used by early
Christians to covertly identify each other at a
time when Rome was persecuting them.
Christians could put this mark on their homes
or in the dirt on the road in front of their
homes to indicate to other Christians that
they shared the same faith.

F

Brimstone
butterfly
on Common
Knapweed

H

S

T
Beneath the maze lie two
hidden mysteries and to find them
you will need a pair of divining rods.
These can be made of something
as simple as a wire coat hanger.
You should find a pair of rods on the
side of this lectern but please return
them after use.

Loosely hold one in each hand, with
the longer side of the ‘L-shape’
pointing forward horizontally. Now
walk across the centre of the maze
and you will see them take on a life
of their own! Then hold them over
the footprints at the entrance and
watch the rods swing together. 

Why does this happen? We think
that quite by chance the maze was
created over an energy or ley line.
As for the footprints, beneath them
is buried an ancient sarsen stone
which seems to have an energy of
its own.
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